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ADVERTISEMENT

By THE EDITOR.

HE ESSAY ON MAN to ufe the
Author’s own Words, is 2 perfes# Sy-
feem of Ethics 3 in which Definition he

included Religion : For he was far from that
Opinion of the noble Writer of the Cbaraéze-
riftics, that Morality could long fupport it-
felt, or have even a real exiftence, without a
reference to the Deity. Hence it is that the
firt Epiftle regards Man with refpe&t to the
Lord and Governor of the univerfe ; as the fe-
cond with refpet to bimfelf ; the third to So-
ciety 3 and the fourth, to Happine/s. Having
therefore formed and finithed his £ffay in this
View, he was much mortified whenever he
found it confidered in any other ; or as a part
and introduction only to a larger work., As
appears from the conclufion of his fecond Dia-
logue, intitled MDccxxxviIiI, where he makes
his impertinent advifer {ay,

Alas! alas! pray end what you began,

And write next Winter, more Effays on Man.
A 2



1V ADVERTISEMENT.

which a MS. note of his thus explains:
¢ The Author undoubtedly meant this as a
¢ Sarcalm on the ignorance of thofe friends
¢ of his, who were daily peftering him for
“ more Effays on Man, as not feeing that the
““ four Epiftles he had publifhed entirely com-
‘ pleted that {fubject.”  But it muft be own-
ed that the Public, by the great and conti-
nued demand for his £ffay, {ufficiently freed
itfelf from this imputation of wrong Judgment.
And how great and continued that demand
has been, appears from the vaft variety of pi-
rated and imperfect Editions continually ob-
truded on the world, ever fince the firft pub-
lication of the Poem ; and which no repeated

profecutions of the Offenders have been able
totally to reftrain.

Thefe were the confiderations which have
now induced the Proprietor to give one per-
fet Edition of the Effay on Man, from Mr.
Pope’s laft correCtions and improvements ; that
the Publick may from henceforth be fupplied
with this Poem alone, in a manner {uitable to

its dignity, and to the honeft intention of its
great Author,

Concerning the UnNivErsaL PRAYER,
which concludes the Effay, it may be proper
to obferve, that, fome paffages in the Effay



ADVERTISEMENT." v~

having been unjuftly fufpected of a tendency -
towards Fate and Naturalifm, the Author
compofed that Prayer as the Sum of all, to
thew that his Syftem was founded in Free-will,
and terminated in Piety : That the firft Caufe
was as well the Lord and Governor as the
Creator of the Univerfe y and that by Sub-
miffion to his Will (the great principle inforced
throughout the £[Jzy) was not meant the {uffer=
ing ourlelves to be carried along with a blind
determination ; but a religious acquiefcence,
and confidence full of hope and immortality.
To give all this the greater weight and reality,
the Poet chofe for his Model the Lorp’s

Praver, which of all others beft deferves
the title prefixed to his Paraphrafe.

The Reader will excufe my adding a word
concerning the Frontifpiece ; which, as it was
defigned and drawn by Mr. Pope himfelf,
would be a kind of Curiofity, had not the
excellence of the thought otherwife recom-
mended it. We fee it reprefents the Vanity
of human Glory, in the falfe purfuits after
Happinefs : where the Ridiculein the Curtain
cobweb, the Death’s head crowned with laurel,
and the feveral Infcriptions, have all the force
and beauty of one of his beft written Satires :

Nor is there lefs expreffion in the bearded Phi-
A 3



vi ADVERTISEMENT,

lofopher fitting by a fountain running to wafte,
and blowing up bubbles with a ftraw from a
imall portion of water taken out of it, In a
dirty difh; admirably reprefenting the vain
bufinefs of School-Philofophy, that, with 2
little artificial logic, fits inventing airy argu-
ments in fupport of falfe fcience, while the
human Underftanding at large is fuffered to
lie wafte and uncultivated.
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D E S 1 G N.

AVIN G propofed to write fome pieces on

Human Life and Manners, fuch as (to ufe my
Lord Bacon’s expreflion) come home to Men’s Bufi-
nefs and Bofoms, 1 thought it more fatisfattory to
begin with confidering Man in the abftra&, his Na-
ture and his §rate : fince, to prove any moral duty,
to enforce any moral precept, or to examine the
perfection or imperfe&tion of any creature whatfoever,
it is neceflary firft to know what condition and rela-
trom it is placed in, and what is the proper end and
purpofe of its being.

The {cience of Human Nature is, like all other_
{ciences, reduced to a few clear points : There are
not many certain truths in this world. It is therefore
in the anatomy of the Mind as in that of the Body ;
more good will accrue to mankind by attending to
the large, open, and perceptible parts, than by ftu-
dying too much fuch finer nerves and veflels, the
conformations and ufes of which will for ever efcape
our obfervation. The di/putes are all upon thefe laft,
and I will venture to fay, they have lefs fharpened
the wits than the bearts of men againft each other,
and have diminifhed the pradtice more than advanced
the theory of Morality. If I could flatter myfelf that
this Effay has any merit, it is in fteering betwixt the
extremes of dotrines feemingly oppofite ; in paffing
over terms utterly unintelligible ; and in forming a
temperate yet not inconfifient, and a fhort yet not im~
perfelt fyl{cm of Ethics. '

A4



viii THE DESIGN.

This I might have done in profe; but I chofe
verfe, and even rhyme, for two reafons: The one
will appear obvious; that principles, maxims, or
precepts fo written, both ftrike the reader more
{trongly at firft, and are more cafily retained by him
afterwards. The other may feem odd, but is true ;
I found 1 could exprefs them more fbortly this way
than in profe itfelf, and nothing is truer than that
much of the force as well as grace of arguments or
inftructions depends on their concifenefs. I was un-
able to treat this part of my {ubject more in detail,
without becoming dry and tedious; or more poeti-
cally, without facrificing perfpicuity to ornament,
without wandering from the precifion, or breaking
the chain of reafoning. If any man can unite all
thefe, without diminution of any of them, I freely
confefs he will compafs a thing above my capacity.

What is now publifhed, is only to be confidered as
a general Map of M AN, marking out no more than
the greater parts, their extent, their limits, and their
conneliion, but leaving the particular to be more fully
delineated in their charts which are to follow. Con-
fequently, thefe Epiftles in their progrefs (if I make:
any progrefs) will be lefs dry, and more fufceptible
of poetical ornament. I am here only opening the
fountains, and clearing the paflage ; to deduce the
rivers, to follow them in their courfe, and to obferve
their effects, would be a tafk more agreeable.
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ESSAY on M A N.

EPISTLE L

wAKE, my ST. JoHN ! leave all meaner things
T'o low ambition, and the pride of Kings. .
Let us (fince Life can little more fupply (.-
Than juft to look about us and to die) |
Expatiate free o’er all this fcene of Man ; 5
A mighty maze ! but not without a plan

NorTEs.

VER. 1. Aavake, my ST. Jonn!] The Opening of this

em, in fifteen lines, istaken up in giving an account of
the Subjeét ; which, agreeably to the title, isan Essay on
Man, or a Philofophical Enquiry in his Nature and End,
his Pa/fions and Purfuits.

The Exordium relates to the whole work, of whichthe
E/fJay on Man was only the firft book. The 6th, 7th, and
8th lines allude to the fubjels of this £/ay, viz.the genes
ral Order and Defign of Providence; the Conttitution
of the human Mind ; the ozB'igin, ufe, and end of the



2 ESSAY ON MAN. Ep. 1.

A Wild; where weeds and low’rs promifcuous fhoot 3
Or Garden, tempting with forbidden Fruit.

NorTES:.

Paflions and Affe&tions, both felfith and focial ; and the
wrong purfuits of Power, Pleafure, and Happinefs. The
1oth, 11th, 12th, &c. have relation to the {ubjeéts of the
books intended to follow, wiz. the Charaéters and Capa-
cities of Men, and the Limits of Science, which once
tran{greffed, ignorance begins, and error follows. The
13th and 14th, to the Knowledge of Mankind, and the

various Manners of the age. Next, in line 16, he tells
us with what defign he wrote, w:x.

To windicate the abays of God to Man.

The Men he writes againft, he frequently informs us, are
{uch as aveiph their opinion againft Providence (¥ 114) {uch

as cry, if Man's unbappy, God's unjuft (¥ 118) or fuch as fall
into the notion, 2hat Vice and Virtue theré is none at all,

(Ep. ii. ¥ 212.) This occafions the poet to divide his vin-
dication of the ways of God into two parts. In the firft
of which he gives dire¢t anfwers to thofe objections which
libertine Men, on a view of the diforders arifing from the
perverfity of the human will, have intended againft Pro-
vidence. And in the fecond, he obviates all thofe ob-
jetions, by a true delineation of human Nature; or a
general, but exa&, map of Man. The firit epiftle 1s em-
ployed in the management of the firft part of this difpute ;
and the three following in the difcuffion of the fecond.
‘So that this whole book conftitutes a complete Efay on
Man, written for the beft purpofe, 20 windicate the aways of
God.

VER. 7, 8. A Wild,—Or Garden,] The Wild relates to
the human paffions, productive (as he explains in the fe-
cond epiftle) both of good and evil. The Garden, to
human rea/on, {0 often tempting us to tranfgrefs the bound:
God has fet to it, and wander in fruitlefs enquiries.



Er.. ESSAY ON MAN. 3

Together let us beat this ample field,
Try what the open, what the covert yield ; I0

The latent tra&s, the giddy heights, explore
Of all who blindly creep, or fightlefs foar ;

Eye Nature’s walks, fhoot F olly as it flies,

And catch the Manners living as they rife ;
Laugh where we muft, be candid where we canj rg
But vindicate the ways of Ged to Man,

L. Say firft, of God above, or Man below,
What can we reafon, but from what we know ?

Of Man, what fee we but-his ftation here, %
From which to reafon, or to which refer? - - 20

NoreEs.

VER. 12. OF 2/] awho blindly creep, &5c.] i. e. Thofe
who only follow the blind guidance of their Paffions ; or
thofe who leave behjnd them common fenfe and {fober
reafon,in their high flights through the regions of Metaphy-
fics. Both which follies are expofed in the fourth epiftle,
where the popular and philofophical errors concernin gHap-
pinefs are deteted. The hgure is taken from animal lifg.

VER. 15. Laugh where we mufl, &3¢, ] Intimating that
human fo/l;es are 1o ftrangely abfurd; that it is not in the
- power of the moft compa/fionate, on fome occafions, to re-
ftrain their mirth: And that human crimes are fo flagi-
tious, that the moft candid have feldom an opportunity,
on this fubje®, to exercife their virtue.

VER. 19, 20. Of Man, awhat fee awe but bis Slation bere,

From avkich to reafon, or to which refer 7]

The fenfe is, 77, Jee nothing of Man, but as be Slands at pre-

Jent inbis flation bere: From which fation, all our reafonings

on bis nature and end mufl be draven ; and to this Sation they
| B2



P ESSAY ON MAN. Erl,

Thro’ worlds unnumber’d tho’ the God be known,
>T’is ours to trace him only in our own.

He, who thro’ vaft immenfity can pierce,

See worlds on worlds compofe one univer{e,
Obferve how fyftem into fyftem runs, 2§
What other planets circle other funs,

What vary’d Being peoples ev’ry ftar,
May tell why Heav’n has made us as we are.
But of this frame, the bearings, and the ties,

The ftrong connedlions, nice dependencies, N
Gradations juft, has thy pervading {oul
Look’d thro’? or cana part contain the whole ?

Is the great chain, that draws all to agree,
And drawn fupports, upheld by God, or thee ¢

NorTESs.

mufl be all-referved. 'The confequence is, all our reafon-
ings on nis zature and end muft needs be very imperfect.

VER. 21. Thro’ aworlds unnumber'd &Fc.] Hunc cognof-
cimus folummodo per Proprietates fuas & Attributa, &
per fapientifimas & optimas rerum ftrufturas & caufas
finales. Newtoni Princ. Scol gen. fub fin.

VER. 30. The flrong conneétions, nice dependencies,]) The
thought is very noble, and exprefled with great philofophic
beauty and exaétnefs. The fyftem of the Univerfe is a
combination of #atural and moral Fitnefles, as the human
fyftem is, of body and fpirit. By the firong conneftions, there-
fore, the Poet alluded to the natural part ; and by the
wiice dependencies to the moral. Forthe E/fay on Man is not a
fyfiem of Naturali/in but of natural Religion. Hence it is,

that, where he fuppofes diforders may tend to {ome greater -
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£r.I. ESSAY ON MAN, 5
11. Prefumptuous Man ! the reafon wouldft thou find,

Why form’d fo weak, fo little, and fo blind ? 36

Firft; if thou canft, the harder reafon guefs,

Why form’d no weaker, blinder, and no lefs?

Afk of thy mother earth, why oaks are made

Taller or ftronger than the weeds they fthade? 40

Or afk of yonder argent fields above,

‘Why Jove’s Satellites are lefs than Jove?

Of Syftems poffible, if ’tis confeft

That Wifdom infinite muft form the beft,
‘Where all muft full or not coherent be, 45

And all that:rifes, rife in due degree ;

NoTEs.

; goo& in the matural world, he fuppofes they may tend like-
wife to fome greater good in the moral, as appears from
thefe {ublime images in the following lines,

If plagues or earthquakes break not Heav’ns defign,
Why then a Borgia, or a Catiline ?

Who knows, but he, whofe hand the light’ning forms,
‘Who heaves old Ocean, and who wings the ftorms ;
Pours fierce Ambition in a2 Czfar’s mind,

.Or turns young Ammon loofe #o fcourge Mankind ?

VER.35t0 42.] In thefe lines the poet has joined the
beauty of argumentation to the fublimity of thought;
where the fimilar inftances, propofed for his adverfaries
examination, fhew as well the a.g}:rdig; of their complaints
againft Order, as the fruitlyfne/s of their enquirics into
the arcana of the Godhead.

B 3



6 ESSAY ON MAN. EelL

Then, in the fcale of reas’ning life’tis plain,

There muft be, fomewhere, fuch a rank as Man:

And all the queftion (wrangle €’er fo long)

Is only this, if God has plac’d him wrong ? 59
Refpecting Man, whatever wrong we call,

May, muft be right, as relative to all.

* Inhuman works, tho’labour’d on with pain,

A thoufand movements fcarce one purpofe gain ;

In God’s, one {ingle can its end produce ; 5%

Yet ferves to fecond too fome other ufe.

So Man, who here feems principal alone,

Perhaps a&ts fecond to fome fphere ynknown,

Touches fome wheel, or verges to fome goal ;

>T'is but a part we fee, and not a whole. bo
When the proud fteed fhall know why Man reftrains

His fiery courfe, or drives him O’er the plains ; '

When the dull Ox, why now he breaks the clod, .

Is now a victim, and now Egypt’s God :

Then fhall Man’s pride and dulnefs comprehend 635

His actions’, paffions’, being’s, ufe and end;

VARIATIONS,
In the former Editions y 64.

Now wears a garland an ZEgyptian God :
altered as above for the reafon given in the note.

NorTEs.

ViR, 64.— Fgypt's God.] Called fo, becaufe the God
Apis was worfhiped univerfally over the whole land.



Fr.]. ESSAY ON MAN.

Why doing, fuff’ring, check’d, impell’d; and why
"This hour a {lave, the next a deity.

Then fay not Man’s imperfe&, Heav’n in fault;
Say rather, Man’s as perfet as he eught : 70
His knowledge meafur’d to his ftate and place ;
His time a moment, and a point his fpace.

If to be perfet in a certain fphere,

What matter, foon or late, or here or there?
The bleft to day is as completely fo, 7§
As who began a thoufand years ago.

III. Heav’n from all creatures hides the bookof Fate,
All but the page prefcrib’d, their prefent ftate :

From brutes what men, from men what {pirits know
Or who could fuffer Being here below ? 8o

‘The lamb thy riot dooms to bleed to-day,

Had he thy Reafon, would he fkip and play?
Pleas’d to the laft, he crops the flow’ry food,

And licks the hand juft rais’d to fhed his blood.

+ Oh blindnefs to the future! kindly giv’n, 85
That each may fill the circle mark’d by Heav’n:

VARIATIONS.

After  68. the following lines in the firft Ed.
If to be perfetin a certain fphere,
‘What matters foon or late, or here or there ?
The bleft to-day is as completely fo
As who began ten thoufand years ago.

B 4
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Who fees with equal eye, as God of all,

A hero perifh, or a fparrow fall,

Atoms or {yftems into ruin hurl’d,

And now a bubble burft, and now a world. 9o
Hope humbly then ; with trembling pinions foar ;

Wait the greater teacher Death ; and God adore,

VariaTions.
After ¥ 88. 1n the MS.

No great, no little ; ’tis as much decreed
That Virgil’s Gnat fhould die as Czfar bleed.

NoTeEs.

VER. 87. Who fees with equal ege, Fc.] Matth. x. 2q.

VERr. g1. Hope bumbly then ; ) The Hope of a happy fu-
turity was implanted in the human breaft by God himfelf
for this very purpofe, as an earneft of that Blifs, which,
always flying from us here, is referved for the good Man
hereafter. The reafon why the poet chufes to infift on
this proof of a future ftate, in preference to others, is in
order to give his fyftem (which is founded in a fublime
and improved Platonifm) the greater grace of uniformity.
For noprE was Plato’s peculiar argument for a future ftate ;
and the words here employed the foul uneafy, &c. his
peculiar expreflion. The poet in this place, therefore,
fays in exprefs terms, that God gawe us Hope to fupply that
Sfuture blifs, awbhich be at prefent keeps bid from us. In his fe-
cond epiftle, ¥ 274, he goes ftill further, and fays, this
HOPE quits us not even at Death, when every thing mor-
. tal drops from us: '

Hope travels thro’ nor quits us when we die.

And, in the fourth epiftle, he fhews how the fame nore
15 a proof of a future flate, from the confideration of God’s
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What future blifs, he gives not thee to know,
But gives that Hope to be thy blefling now.

VARIATIONS.

In the firft Fol. and Quarto,

What blifs above he gives not thee to know,
But gives that Hope to be thy blifs below.

NoTeEs.

iving man no agpet_ite in vain, or what he did not intend
ould be {atisfied ;

He fees, why Nature plants in Man alone

Hope of known blifs, and Faith in blifs unknown :
(Nature, whofe dictates to no other kind

Are giv’'n in vain, but what they feek they find)

It is only for the good man, he tells us, that Hope leads from
goal to goal, &c. It would be firange indeed then,
if it fhould prove a delufion.

VER. 3. What future blifs, &5c.] It hath been obje&ted,
that the Syfem of the beft weakens the other natural argu-
ments for a future ftate ; becaufe, if the evils which good
Men fuffer promote the benefit of the whole, then every
thing is here in order ; and nothing amifs that wants to
be fet right: Nor has the good man any reafon to expeét
amends, when the evils he fuffered had fuch a tendency.
T'o this it may bereplied, 1. That the poet tells us (Ep. iv.
¥ 361.) That God loves from awhole to parts. 2. 'That the
Jiftem of the beft is {o far from weakening thofe natural ar-
guments, that it firengthens and fupports them. For if
thofe evils, to which good men’ are fubje&, be mere Dif-
orders, without any tendency to the greater good of the
whole ; then, though we muft indeed conclude that they
will hereafter be fet right, yet this view of things, repre-
fenting God as fuffering diforders for no other end than to
fet them right, gives us a very low idea of the divine wifs
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Hope fprings eternal in the haman breaft:
Man never Is, but always To be bleft

The foul, uneafy, and confin’d, from home,
Refts and expatiates in a life to come.

95

NorTEs.

dom. But if thofe evils (according to the fjfem of the
befi) contribute to the greater perfection of the whole ;
fuch a reafon may be then given for their permiffion, as
{upports our idea of divine wifdom to the higheft religious

urpofes. Then, as to the good man’s bopes of a retri-
ﬁution, thofe ftill remain in their original force: For our
idea of God’s juftice, and how far that juftice is engaged
to a retribution, is exaétly and invariably the {fame on
either hypothefis. For though the fiffem of the beft {up-
pofes that the evils themfelves will be fully compenfated by
the good they produce to the awbhole, yetthis is {o far from
fuppofing that particulars fhall {ufter for a general good, that
it is eflential to #his fyffem to conclude, that, at the com-
pletion of things, when the whole 1s arrived to the ftate

of utmoft perfection, particular and wniwverfal good fhall
coincide.

Such is the World’s great harmony, that {prings

From Order, Union, full Confent of things.

Where /mall and great, where aweak and mighty, made

"T'0 ferve, not fuffer, firengthen notinvade, &c.

Ep. 111. ¥ 2Y3.
Which coincidence can never be, without a retribution
to good men for the evils {uffered here below.

VER. 97.—from bome,] 'The conftruétion is, ““ The
““ foul being from home (confined and uneafy) expati-
“ ates,” {Jc. by which words, it was the Poet’s purpofe
to teach, that the prefent life is only a ftate of probation
for another, more fuitable to the eflence of the foul, and
t0 the free exercife of it's qualities,

4
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Lo, the poor Indian! whofe untutor’d mind
Sees God in clouds, or hears him inthe wind; 100
His foul, proud Science never taught to ftray
Far as the folar walk, or milky way ;

Yet {imple Nature to his hope has giv’n,
Behind the cloud-topt hill, an humbler heav’n,

Some fafer world in depth of woods embrac’d, 10§
Some happier ifland in the watry walfte,

Where flaves once more their native land behold,
No fiends torment, no Chriftians thirft for gold.

To Be, contents his natural defire,

He afks no Angel’s wing, no Seraph’sfire ; 110

VARIATION s.

After ¥ 108. in the firt Ed.
But does he fay the Maker is not good,
Till he’s exalted to what ftate he wou’d :
Him{elf alone high Heav’n’s peculiar care
Alone made happy when he will, and where 2

NorTEs.

Ver. 9q. Lo, the poor Indian! &c.] The poet, as we
faid, having bid Man comfort himfelf with expeftation
of future happinefs, having fhewn him that this HorE
is an earneft of it, and put in one very neceflary caution,

Hope bumbly then, with trembling pinions foar ;

provoked at thofe mifcreants whom he afterwards (Ep. iii.
¥ 263) defcribes as building Hel/ on fpite, and Heaven on
pride, he upbraids them (from y gg to 112) with the ex-
ample of the poor Indian, to whom alfo Nature hath gi-
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But thinks, admitted to that equal fky,

His faithful dog fhall bear him company.
IV. Go, wiler thou; and, in thy fcale of fenfe,

Weigh thy Opinion againft Providence ;
Call imperfection what thou fancy’{t fuch, 115
Say, here he gives too little, there too much :

Deftroy all creatures for thy fport or guft,
Yet cry, If Man’s unhappy, God’s unjuft;
If Man alone ingrofs not Heav’ns high care,

Alone made perfect here, immortal there : 120
Snatch from his hand the balance and the rod,

Re-judge his juftice, be the Gop of Gob.
In Pride, in reas’ning Pride, our error lies;

All quit their {phere, and rufh into the fkies.

NorT Es.

ven this common woPE of Mankind: But, though his un.
tutored mind had betrayed him into many childifh fancies
concerning the nature of that future ftate, yet he is fo far
from excluding any part of his own fpecies (a vice which
could proceed only from the pride of Science) that he hu-
manely admits even his faithful dog to bear him company.

VER. 123. In Pride, &c.] Arnobius has paflfed the
fame cenfure on thefe very follies, which he {Eppofes to
arife from the caufe here afligned. — ““ Nihil eft quod nos
“¢ fallat, nihil quod nobis polliceatur fpes caffas (id quod
‘¢ nobis a quibufdam dicitur viris immoderata {ui opinione
“¢ {ublatis) animas immortales efle, Deo, rerum ac prin-
“¢ c1p1, gradu proximas dignitatis, genitore illo ac patre
¢ prolatas, divinas, fapientes, dotas, neque ulla cor-
“¢ poris attrettatione contiguas,” Adverfus gentes.
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Pride ftill is 2iming at the bleft abodes, 125

Men would be Angels, Angels would be Gods.

Afpiring to be Gods, if Angels fell,

Alfpiring to be Angels, Men rebel :

"And who but wifhes to invert the laws

Of OrRDER, fins againft th’ Eternal Caufe. 130
V. Afk for what end the heav’nly bodies fhine,

Earth for whofe ufe? Pride anfwers, ¢¢ *Tis for mine:

¢¢ For me kind Nature wakes her genial pow’r,

¢¢ Suckles each herb, and fpreadsout ev’ry flow’r;

¢ Annual for me, the grape, the rofe renew 135

¢ The juice neftareous, and the balmy dew ;
¢ For me, the mine a thoufand treafures brings ;

“ For me, health gufhes from a thoufand fprings;

NoTEs,

Ver. 131. A for abhat end the beav’nly bodies foine, &¢c. ¥
The ridicule of imaginin% the greater portions of the ma-
terial fyftem to be folely for the ufe of Man, Philofophy
has fufficiently expofed : And Common fenfe, as the poee
obferves, inftruts us to know that our fellow-creatures,,
placed by Providence the joint-inhabitants of this globe,
are dei";gned by Providence to be joint-fharers with us of

its bleflings. ,

VER. ib. 4k for what end, {5c.] If there be any fault in.
thefe lines, it is not in the general fentiment, but a want
of exaltnefs in expreffing it.—It is the higheft abfurdity
to think that Earth is man’s foot-flool, his canopy the Skies,
and the Aeavenly bodies lighted up principally for his ufe ;
ye;ci not {o, to fuppofe fruits and minerals given for this
ena,
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‘¢ Seas roll to waft me, funs to light me rife;

¢ My foot-ftool earth, my canopy the fkies.”” 140
But errs not Nature from this gracious end.

From burning funs when livid deaths defcend,
When earthquakes {wallow, or when tempefts fweep
Towns to one grave, whole nations to the deep?

¢“ No (’tisreply’d) the firft Almighty Caufe 145
¢ A&s not by partial, but by gen’ral laws;

¢¢ Th’ exceptions few ; fome change fince all began ¢
¢¢ And what created perfect?”—Why then Man ?

If the great end be human Happinefs,

Then Nature deviates ; and can Man do lefs? 150
As much that end a conftant courfe requires

Of thow’rs and {un-fhine, as of Man’s defires ;

As much eternal fprings and cloudlefs fkies,

As Men for ever temp’rate, calm, and wife.

If plagues or earthquakes brezk not Heav’n’s defign,
Why then 2 Borgia, or a Catiline ?

NorTrts.

VEr. 150. Then Nature deviates, 5c.] * While comets
“ move in very eccentric orbs, 1n all manner of pofi-
¢ tions, blind Fate could never make all the planets
¢ move one and the fame way in orbs concentric; {fome
¢ inconfiderable irregularities excepted, which may have
¢ rifen from the mutual altions of comets and planets upon
‘“ one anotiier, and which will be apt to increafe, ’till
¢¢ this {yltem wants a reformation.” Sir lfaac Newton's
-Optics, Luefl. ult.

VEer. 155, If plagues, {&c.] What hath mifled fome
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Who knows but he, whofe hand the light’ning forms,
Who heaves old Ocean, and who wings the ftormis
Pours fierce Ambition in a Cefar’s mind, 159
Or turns young Ammon loofe to fcourge mankind ?

NoTEsS.

perfons in this paflage, is their fuppofing the comparifon
to be between the effefts of tavo things in this fublunary
world ; when not only the elegancy, but the juftnefs of
it, confifts in its being between the effe€ts of a thing in
the univerfe at large, and the familiar and known effetts of
~ one in this fublunary world. For the pofition inforced in

thefe lines is this, that partial evil tends to the good of the
awhole : .

Refpeting Man, whatever wrong we call,
May, muit be right; as relative to all. ¥ §I.

How does the poet inforce it ? if you will believe thefe
perfons, in illuftrating the effeCts of partial moral evil in
a particular {yftem, by that of partial natural evil in the
Jame {yftem, and fo he leaves his pofition in the lurch.
But the poet reafons at another rate: The way to prove
his point, he knew was to illuftrate the effect of partial
moral evil in the uniwverfe, by partial natural evil in a par-
ticular [yflem. Whether partial moral evil tend tothe good
of the univerfe, béing a queftion which, by reafon ef our
ignorance of many parts of that univerfe, we cannot de-
cide, but from known efleéts ; the rules of argument re-
quire that it be proved by analogy; i. e. fetting it by, and
comparingit with, a thing cerfaiz ; and it1s a thing certain,
that partial natural evil tends to the good of our particular
fiftem. A

VEeRr. 157. WWho knows but be,&c.] The fublimity with
which the great Author of Nature is here charatenfed,
is'but the fecond beauty of this fine paflage. The greateit
is the making the very difpenfation objected to, the peri-
phrafis of his Title.
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From pride, frem pride, our very reas’ning fprings ;
Account for moral, as for nat’ral things:

Why charge we Heav’n in thofe, in thefe acquit ?
In both, to reafon right is to fubmit.

Better for Us, perhaps, it might appear, 165
Were there all harmony, all virtue here ;

NoTEs.

Ver. 165. Better for Us, &5¢.] It might, fays he, per-
haps, appear better to us, that there were nothing in
this world but peace and wirtue.

That never air or ocean felt the wind ;
That never paffion difcompos’d the mind.

But then confider, that as our natural fyflem is fupported
by the ftrife of its elementary particles ; fo is our zntel-
lectual [yflem by the confli&t of our Paflions, which are the
-elements of human aion.

In a word, as without the benefit of tempeftuous winds,
both air and ocean would ftagnate, corrupt, and fpread
univerfal contagion throughout all the ranks of animals
that inhabit, or are fupported by them ; fo, without the
benefit of the Paflions, fuch virtue as was merely the effe&t
of the abfence of thofe Paflions would be a lifelefs calm,
a ftoical Apathy.

Contracted all, retiring to the breatft :
But health of Mind is Exercife, not Reff. Ep.11.¥ 103.

Therefore, inftead of regarding the conflit of the ele-
ments, and the paffions of the mind as diforders, you
ought to confider them as part of the general order of Pro-
vidence : And that they are{o, appears from their always
preferving the {fame unvaried courfe, throughout all ages,
from the creation to the prefent time :

The gen’ral order, fince the Whole began,
Is keptin Nature, and is keptin Man.
2
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That never air or ocean felt the wind ;
That never paffion difcompos’d the mind.

But ALy fubfifts by elemental ftrife ;
And paffions are the elements of Life. 170

The gen’ral ORDER, fince the whole began,

Is keptin Nature, and is kept in Man.
VI. What would this Man ! Now upward will he

foar,

And little lefs than Angel, would be more?
Now looking downwards, juft as griev’d appears 175

To want the ftrength of bulls, the fur of bears.

NorTEs.

We fee, therefore, it would be doing great injuftice to
our author to fufpeét that he intended, by this, to give any
encouragement to Vice. His fyftem, as all his Ethic
Epiftles fhew, is this: That the Paffons, for the reafons
given above, are neceflary to the fupport of Virtue :
That, indeed, the Paffionsin excefs produce Vice, which
is, in it; own Nature, the greateft of all Evils, and comes
into the world from the abufe of Man’s free-will ; but
that God, in his infinite wifdom and goodnefs, devioully
turns the natural bias of its malignity to the advancement
of human happinefs, and makes it productive of general

Good:
TH’ ETERNAL ArRT EpUCES Goop FrOM ILL.

Ep. ii. ¥ 175.
VEeRr. 169. But all fubfifis, &¢c.] See this fubjett ex-

tended in Ep. ii. from ¥y go to 112, 155, &C.
VER. 174. Audlittle lefs than Angel, &5c.] Thou baft made

kbim a little lower than the Angels, and baft crowned bim with
glory and honour, Plalm viil. g.
C
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Made for his ufe all creatures if he call,

Say what their ufe, had he the pow’rs of all ;

Nature to thefe, without profufion, kind,

The proper organs, proper pow’rs affign’d ; 180

Each feeming want compenfated of courfe,

Here with degrees of {wiftnefs, there of force;

“All in exa& proportion to the ftate ;

Nothing to add, and nething to abate.

Yach beaft, each infect, happy in its own : 135

Is Heav’n unkind to Man, and Man alone ?

Shall he alone, whom rational we call,

Be pleas’d with nothing, if not blefs’d with all ?
The blifs of Man (could Pride that blefling find)

Is not to aét or think beyond mankind ; 190

No pow’rs of body or of foul to fhare,.

But what his nature and his ftate can bear..

Why has not Man a microfcopic eye ?

For this plain reafon, man is not a Fly.

Say what the ufe, were finer optics giv’n, 195
T’ infpet a mite, notcomprehend the heav’n ?

Or touch, if tremblingly alive all o’er,

To {fmart and agonize at ev’ry pore ?

NorTzeEs:

VEr. 182. Here with degrees of fawifinefs, &e.] It is a:
certain axiom in the anatomy of creatures, that in pro-
portion as they are formed for ftrength, their fwiftnefs is

leflened ; or as they are formed for {wiftnefs, their ftrength -
is abated, P.
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Or quick effluvia darting thro’ the brain,
Die of a rofe in aromatic pain ?

19

If nature thunder’d in his op’ning ears,
And ftunn’d him with the mufic of the fpheres,
How would he wifh that Heav’n had left him ftill
The whifp’ring Zephyr, and the purling rill ?
Who finds not Providence all good and wife, 20 5
Alike in what it gives, and what denies ?

VII. Far as Creation’s ar:ple range extends,
T'he fcale of {fenfual, mental pow’rs afcends :
Mark how it mounts, to Man’s imperial race,
From the green myriads in the peopled grafs: 214
What modes of fight betwixt each wide extreme,
The mole’s dim curtain, and the lynx’s I-Je'am :
‘Of {mell, the headlong lionefs between,
And hound fagacious on the tainted green:

NorTEgs.

VER. 202. Stunn’d him with the mufic of the [pheres,)
This inftance is poetical and even fublime, but mifplaced.
He is arguing philofophically in a cafe that required him
to employ the »ea/ objeéts of fenfe only: and, whatis
worfe, he fpeaks of this as a rea/ objeét—IJf NATURE -
thunder'd, €c. 'The cafe is different where (in ¥ 253) he
{fpeaks of the motion of the heavenly bodies under the
ébﬁme Imagery of ruling dngels : For whether there be
ruling Angels or no, there is real motion, which was all his
argument wanted ; but if there be no mufic of the [pberes,
there (i.vas no real found, which his argument was obliged
to find,

VER. 213. The beadlong lionefs] The manner of the lions
Cz2 . '

200
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Of hearing, from the life that fills the flood, 213
T'o that which warbles thro’ the vernal wood ?

The fpider’stouch, how exquifitely fine!

Feels at each thread, and lives along the line ;

In the nice bee, what fenfe fo fubtly true

From pois’nous herbs extralts the healing dew ? 226
How Inftin& varies in the grov’ling {wine,
Compar’d, half-reas’ning elephant, with thine !
“T'wixt that, and Reafon, what a nice barrier ?

For ever fep’rate, yet for ever near !
Remembrance and Refleéion how ally’d ; 225
What thin partitions Senfe from Thought divide ?

NoT:xks.

hunting their prey in the deferts of Africa is this: At
their firft going out in the night-time they fet uE a loud
roar, and then liften to the noife made by the beafts in
their flight, purfuing them by the ear, and not by the
noftril. It is probable the ftory of the jackal’s hunting
for the lion, was.occafioned by obfervation of this defeét
of {cent in that terrible animal. P.

VER. 224. for ever [ep’rate, Fc.] Near, by the fimili-
tude of the operations ; /zparate, by the immenfe difference
in the nature of the powers.

Ver. 226. What thin partitions, &c.) So thin, thatthe
Atheiftic philofophers, as Protagoras, held that tbought
avas only fenfe ; and from thence concluded, that ewvery 1ma-
gination or opinion of every man was true: Nooca Qaviacic
iy & Anfs. But the poet determines more philofophically, -

~ that they are really and effentially different, how #bin {o-
everthe partition is by which they are divided. T hus (to
illufirate the truth of this obfervation) when a geometer
confiders a tsiangle, in order to demonftrate the equality
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And Middle natures, how they long to join,
Yet never pafs th’ infuperable line!
Wi ithout this juft gradation, could they be
Subjected, thefe to thofe, or all to thee ? 230
The pow’rs of all fubdu’d by thee alone,
Is not thy Reafon all thefe pow’rs in one?

VIIIL. See, thro’ this air, this ocean, and this earth,
All matter quick, and burfting into birth.
- Above, how high, progreflive life may go! 215
Around, how wide ! how deep extend below !
Vatft chain of Being! which from God began,
Natures athereal, human, angel, man,

VARIATION S.

VEr. 238. Ed. 1t \
Ethereal effence, {pirit, fubftance, man.

NoTEsSs,

of its three'angles to two right ones, he has the pi¢ture
or image of fome fenfible triangle in his mind, which is
Jfenfe ; yet notwithftanding, he muft needs have the notion
or idea of an intelle®tual triangle likewife, which is
thought ; for this plain reafon, becaufe every image or
piture of a triangle muft needs be obtufangular, or ret-
angular, or acutangular ; but that which, in his mind, is
the fubjet of this propofition, is the rario of a triangle, un-
determined to any of thefe fpecies. On this account it
was thatAriftotle {aid, Nuﬁ:u,:ﬂcé Tivi 01006, T8 oy Qaviaouala

L

gvas, 1 80t TavTz Qutacudle AN 8X &y QavTacudrwy.
The conceptions of the Mind differ fomewbhat from [fenfible
images ; they are not [enfible images, and yet mot quite free or
difengaged from fenfible images. *
VER. 237. Vaft chain ﬂé Reing !' ] Who will not ac-
> R ;
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Beaft, bird, fifh, infe&, what no eye can fee,

No glafs can reach ; from Infinite to thee, 240
From thee to Nothing.—On fuperior pow’rs

Were we to prefs, inferior might on ours :
Or in the full creation leave a void,

Where, one ftep broken, the great fcale’s deftroy’d :
From Nature’s chain whatever link you ftrike, 245
Tenth, or ten thoufandth, breaks the chain alike.

And, if each fyftem in gradation roll
Alike eflential to th’amazing Whole,

The leaft confufion but in one, not all

That {yftem only, but the Whole muft fall. 250
Let Earth unbalanc’d from her orbit fly,

Planets and Suns run lawlefs thro’ the fky;

NorTeEs.

know]eage, therefore, that fo harmonious a connettion in
the difpofition of things as is here defcribed, is tranfcen-
dently beautiful ? But the Fatalifts fuppofe fuch an one.—
What then ? “Is the Firft Free Agent, 1s the fgw:z,:t Caufe
of all things, debarred from a contrivance fo exquifite,
becaufe fome Men, to fet up their idol, Fate, abfurdly
reprefent it as prefiding over fuch a {yftem 2

VER. 243. O in the full creation leave a woid, & ¢.]
This is only an illuftration, alluding to the Peripatetic
plenum and wacuum ; the full and woid here meant, relating
not to Matter, but to Life. |

VER. 247. And, if each fyflem in gradation roll] The
verb alludes to the motion of the planetary bodies of each
fyftem ; and to the figures defcribed by that motion.

VR, 251. Let Earth unbalanc'd] i. e. Being no longer
kept within its orbit by the different directions of its pro-
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Let ruling Angels from their fpheres be hurl’d,
Being on Being wreck’d, and world on world ;
Heav’ns whole foundations to their centre nod, 255
And Nature trembles to the throne of God.

All this dread OrRDER break—for whom ? for thee?
Vile worm !—oh Madnefs ! Pride ! Impiety !

IX. What if the foot, ordain’d the duft to tread,
Or hand, to toil, afpir’d to be the head ?
What if the head, the eye, or ear repin’d
To ferve mere engines to the ruling Mind ?
Juft as abfurd for any part to claim
To be another, in this gen’ral frame: |
Juft as abfurd, to mourn the tafks or pains 2635
The great dire€ting MinD of ALL ordains.

260

NorTEs.

greflive and attra&tive motions : which like equal weights
in a balance, keep it in an equilibre. ;

VER. 253. Let ruling Angels, {c.} The poet, throughout
this poem, with great art ufes an advantage, which his
employing a Platonic principle for the foundation of his
Effay had afforded him; and that is the exprefling him-
{elf (as here) in Platonic notions ; which, luckily for his
purpofe, are highly poetical, at the fame time that they
add a grace to the uniformity of his reafoning. :

VER. 259. What if the foot, &Fc.] This fine illuftration
in defence of the Syflem of Nature, is taken from St. Paul,
who employed it to defend the Syfem of Grace.

VER 2065. Tuft as abfurd, {5c.| See the profecution
" and application of this in Ep. iv. P.

VERr 266. The great direfting mind, {I'c.] *° Veneramur
‘¢ autem et colimus ob dominium. Deus enim fine do-

C 4
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All are but parts of one ftupendous whole,
Whofe body Nature is, and God the foul ;

NoTEs.

““ minio, providentia, et caufis finalibus, nihil aliud eft
““ quam Fatum et Natura.” Newtoni Princip. Sthol.

gener. fub finem.

V E r. 268. Whofe body Natureis, &5¢c.] A certain exa-
miner remarks, on this line, that < A Spinozift would ex-
“ prefs himfelf in this Manner.”” 1 believe he would,
and fo, we know, would St. Paul too, when writing on
the fame fubje&®, namely the omniprefence of God in his
Providence, and in his Subftance. 1Inz bim ae live and
move, and have our beirg, i. e. we are parts of him, bis off -

Jpring, as the Greek poet, a pantheilt quoted by the
Apoitle, obferves : And the reafon is, becaufe a religious
theift and an impious pantheift both profefs to believe the
omniprefence of God. But would Spinoza, as Mr. Pope
does, call God the great direfting Mind of all, who hath
intentionally created a perfet Univerfe ? Or would a
Spinozift have told us, |

The workman from the work diftinét was known,

a line that overturns all Spinozifm from its very founda-
tions.

But this fublime defcription of -the Godhead contains
rot only the divinity of St Paul; but, if that will not fa-
tisfy the men he writes againft, the philofophy likewife of

Sir Ifaac Newton.

The poet fays,

All are but parts of one ftupendous whole,
Whofe body Nature is, and God the {oul,
That, chang’d thro®all, and yet in all the fame ;
Great in the earth, asin th’ zthereal frame ;
Warms in the fun, refrefhes in the breeze,
Glows in the ftare, ard blofloms in the trees,
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That, chang’d thro’ all, and yet in all the fame ;
Great in the earth, as in th’ thereal frame; 270

NorTEeEs,

Lives thro’ all life, extends thro’ all extent,
Spreads undivided, operates unfpent,

The Philofopher :—*¢ In ipfo continentur et moventur uni-
““ verfa, fed abfque mutua paffione. Deus nihil patitur ex
‘¢ corporum motibus ; illa nullam {entiunt refiftentiam ex
‘“ omniprefentia Dei—Corpore omni et figura corporea
‘¢ deftituitur.—Omnia regit et omnia cognofcit.—Cum
‘“ unaquzque Spatii particula fit femper, et unumquod-
““ que Durationis indivifibile momentum, ubique certe re-
““ rum omnium Fabricator ac Dominus non erit nunquam,

“ nufquam.”

Mr. Pope :

Breathes in our foul, informs our mortal part,
As full, as perfedt, in a hair, as heart;

As full, as perfet, in vile Man that mourns,

As the rapt Seraph that adores and burns :

To him no high, nolow, no great, no fmall ;
He fills, he bounds, connefts, and equals all.

Sir Ifaac Newton :—*‘ Annon ex phznomenis conftat
‘¢ efle entem incorporeum, viventem, intelligentem,omni-
¢¢ przfentem, qui in {fpatio infinito, tanquam fenforio fuo,
““ res ipfas intime cernat, penitufque perfpiciat, totafque
¢¢ intra {e przfens prafentes compleétatur,”

But now admitting, there was an ambiguity in thefe
expreffions, {o great, thata Spinozift might employ them
to exprefs his own particular principles ; and fuch a thing
might well be, becaufe the Spinozifts, in order to hide the
impiety of their principle, are wont to exprefs the Omni-
prefence of God in terms that any religious Theift might
employ. Inthis cafe, I fay, how are we to judge of the
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Warms in the fun, refrefhes in.the breeze,

Glows in the ftars, and blofloms in the trees,

Lives thro’ all life, extends thro’ all extent,

Spreads undivided, operates unfpent ;

Breathes in our foul, informs our mortal part, 273§
As full, as perfe&t, ina hair as heart; -
As full, as perfedt, in vile Man that mourns,

As the rapt Seraph that adores and burns :

NoTEs.

poet’s meaning ! Surely by the who'e tenor of his argu-
inent. Now take the words in the fenfe of the Spino-
zifts, and he'is made, in the concluiion of his epiftle, ta
overthrow all he has been advancing throughout the body
of it: For Spinozifm is the deftrution of an Univerfe,
where every things tends, by a forefeen contrivance 1n all
its parts, to the perfe@ion of the whole. But allow him
to employ the paflage in the fenfe of St. Paul, That ave
end all creatures live and move and have our being in God;
and then it will be feen to be the moft logical fupport of
all that had preceded. For the poet having, as we fay,
laboured through his epiftle to prove, that every thing in
the Univerfe tends, by a forefeen contrivance, and a pre-
{ent dire&tion of all its parts, to the perfection of the whole;
1t might be objeted, that fuch a difpofition of things im-
plying in God a painful, operofe, and inconceivable ex-
tent of Providence, it could not be fuppofed that fuch care
extended to a//, but was confined to the more noble parts
of the creation. 'Thie grofs conception of the Firft Caufe
the poet expofes, by fhewing that God is equally and in-
timately prefent to every particle of Matter, to every fort
of Subftance, and in every inftant of Being. '

Ver. 278. A5 the rapt Seraph, {Fc.] Alluding to the
Name Seraphim, fignifying burners.
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T'o him no high, no low, no great, no fmall;

Ee fills, he bounds, conneéls, and equals all. 280
- X. Ceafe then, nor OrRpER Imperfe@ion name :
Our proper blifs depends on what we blame.

Know thy own point: This kind, this due degree
Of blindnefs, weaknefs, Heav’n beftows on thee.

27

/

VARIATIONS.

After ¥ 282. in the MS.

Reafon, to think of God when fhe pretends,
Begins a Cenfor, an Adorer ends,

NoTEs.

VEer. 281. Ceafe then, nor Order] That the reader
may fee in one view the Exa&nefs of the Method, as well
as Force of the Argument, I fhall here draw up a fhort
{fynopfis of this Epiftle. The poet begins by telling us his
{fubjectis an Eflay on Man : That his end of writing is 7o
windicate Providence : 'That he intends to derive his argu.
ments, from the vifible things of God feen in this fjfiem : Lays
down this Propofition, That of all poffible fiflems infinmite
Wifdom has form'd the befl : draws from thence two Con-
fequences, 1. That there muft needs be fomewhere fuch a crea-
ture as Man 3 2. That the moral Ewil abich be is author of,
75 produlticve of the Good of the Whole, This 1s his general
Thefis; from whence he forms this Conclufion, T/at
Man fbould reff fubmiffive and content, and make the hopes
of Futurity bis comfort 5 but not fuffer this to be the occafion
of PrinE, which is the caufe of all his impious com-
plaints. | _ _

" He proceeds to confirm his Thefis—Previoufly endea-
yours to abate our wonder at the phznomenon of moral
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Submit.—In this, or any other {phere, 285
Secure to be as bleft as thou canft bear :

Safe in the hand of one difpofing Pow’r,

Or in the natal, or the mortal hour.

All Nature is but Art, unknown to thee;
All Chance, Dire&ion, which thou canft not fee ; 2go
All Difcord, Harmony not underftood ;

All partial Evil, univerfal Good :

NorTeEs.

Ewil ; fhews, firft, its Ufe to the Perfeltion of the Univverfe,
by Analogy, from the ufe of phyfical Ewil inthis particular
{yftem—~Secondly, its ufe in this fyflem, where its is turned,

rovidentially, from its natural bias, to promote Virtue,

hen goes on tovindicate Providence from the imputation
of certain fuppofed natural Ewils ; as he had before juftified
it for the Permiflion of real moral Ewil, in fhewing that,
though the atheift’s complaint againft Providence be on
pretence of real moral Ewil, yet the true caufe is his im-
patience under wmaginary natural Evil ; the ffue of a de-
praved appetite for fantaflical advantages, which, if ob-
tained, would be u/e/efs or burtful to Man, and deforming
and deftrudtive to the Univerfe, as breaking into that Or-
der by which it is fupported.—He defcribes that Order,
FEarmony, and clofe Connellion of the Parts ; and, by Ihewing
the intimate prefence of God to his whole creation, gives
a reafon for an Univerfe fo amazingly beautiful and per-
fet. From all this he deduces his general Conclufion,
That Nature being neither a blind chain of Caufes and Efefis,
nor yet the fortuitous vefult of wandering atoms, but the awon-
derful Art and Direciion of an all-wife, all-good, and free Be-
ing; WHATEVER 18, Is RIGHT, with regard to the Dif-
pefition of God, and its Ultimate Tendency ; which once
granted, all complaints again{t Providence are at an end.



Er.I. ESSAY ON MAN. 29

And, fpite of Pride, in erring Reafon’s fpite,
One truth is clear, WHATEVER 1s, IS RIGHT.

!

NorTEs.

VER. 294. One truth is clear, Whatewer is, is right.]
What are we to underftand by thefe words ? Did the poet
mean right with regard to Man, or night with regard to
God ; right with regard to itfelf, or right with regard to
its ultimate tendency ? Surely wiTH REGARD To Gobp;
for hetells us his defign is to windicate the aways of God to
f_lfmz. Surely, with regard to its ULTIMATE TENDENCY ;
for he tells us again, all partial ill is univerfal good, ¥ 291.



[ 30 ]

EPISTLE I

NOW then thyfelf; prefume not God to fcan,

‘The proper ftudy of Mankind is Man.
Plac’d on this ifthmus of a middle ftate,

A Being darkly wife, and rudely great :

VARIATIONS.
Ver. 2. Ed. 1£t.

The only fcience of Mankind is Man.

NorTEs.

VER. 2. The proper fludy, €5c.] The poet having fhewn
in the fir/? epiftlé, that the aways of God are too high for
our comprehenfion, rightly draws this conclufion: and
imethodically makes it the fubjeét of his Introduétion.to
the fecond, which treats of the Nature of Man.

Ver. 3. Plac’d on this ifthmus, {Fc.] As the poet hath
given us this defcription of man for the very contrary pur-
pofe to which Sceptics are wont to employ fuch kind of
paintings, namely, not to deter men from the /fearch, but
to excite them to the difcswery of truth ; he hath, with
great judgment, reprefented Man as doubting and waver-
ing between the right and avrong obje&t ; from which ftate
there are great hopes he may be relieved by a careful and
circumfpeét ufe of Reafon. Onthe contrary, had he {fup-
pofed Man fo blind as to be bufied in chufing, or doubtful
in his choice, between two objeéts equally wrong, the cafe

had appeared defperate, and all fudy of Man had been
effetually difcouraged. :

2
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With too much knowledge for the Sceptic fide, g
With too much weaknefs for the Stoie’s pride,

He hangs between ; in doubt to act, or reft;
In doubt to deem himfelf a God, or Beaft;
In doubt his Mind or Body to prefer;

Born but to die, and reas’ning but to err ; 10
Alike in ignorance, his reafon {uch,
Whether he thinks too little, or too much:

NoTEs.

Ver. 10. Born but to die, £5¢.] The author’s meaning
is, that, as we are borz to diz, and yet to enjoy fome fmal}
portion of life ; fo, though we reafon 20 err, yet we com-
prehend fome few truths. ‘This is the weak ftate of Rea-
{on, in which Error mixes itfelf with all its true conclu-
fions concerning Man’s Nature.

VER. 11. Adbhke in ignorance, &5¢.] i. e. The proper
{phere of his Reafon is fo narrow, and the exercife of it .
{o nice, that the too immoderate ufe of it is attended with
the {fame ignorance that proceeds from the not ufing it at
all. Yet, tho’ in both thefe cafes, he is abufed by bimfelf,
he has it fill in his own power to di/zbufe himfelf, in ma-
king his paffions {ubfervient to the means, and regulating
his Reafon by the end of Life.

VER. 12. Whether he thinks too little or too much :] This
1s fo true, that ignorance arifes as well from pufhing our
enquiries too far, as from not carrying them far enough,
that we may obferve, when Speculations, even in Science,.
are carried beyond a certain point ; that puint, where ufe
is reafonably fuppofed to emf, and mere curiofity to be-
gin ; they conclude in the moft extravagant and fenfelefs
inferences ; fuch as the unreality of matter ; the reality of
fpace; the fervility of the will, &%, The reafon of this

udden fall out of full light into utter darknefs appears
not to refult from the natural condition of things, but to

<< g
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Chaos of Thought and Paflion, all confus’d
Still by himlfelf abus’d, or difabus’d ;
Created half to rife, and half to fall; 1§

Great lord of all things, yet a prey to all;
Sole judge of Truth, in endlefs Error hurl’d:
The /glory,jeﬂ:, and riddle of the world |

VARIATIONS.

After ¥ 18. 1n the MS.

For more perfeétion than this ftate can bear
In vain we figh, Heav’'n made us as we are.
As wilely fure a modeft Ape might aim

To be like Man, whofe faculties and frame
He fees, he feels, asyou or I to be

An Angel thing we neither know nor fee.
Obferve how near he edges on our race ;
What human tricks ! how rifible of face!

It muft be fo—why elfe have I the {enfe

Of more than monkey charms and excellence ?
Why elfe to walk on two {o oft effay’d ?

And why this ardent longing for a maid ?

So Pug might plead, and call his Gods unkind,
Till {fet on end and married to his mind,

Go, reas’ning Thing! aflume the Doctor’s chatir,
As Plato deep, as Seneca fevere :

NoTEs.

be the arbitrary decree of infinite wifdom and goodnefs,
which impofed a barrier to the extravagances of its giddy
lawlefs creature, always inclined to purfue truths of lefs
importance too far, to the negle of thofe more neceflary
for his improvement in his ftation here.
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Go, wondrous creature! mount where Science
guides,

Go, meafure earth, weigh air, and ftate the tides ; 20
Inftruct the planets in what orbs to run, |
Corre&t old Time, and regulate the Sun: .
Go, foar with Plato, to th’ empyreal fphere;
To the firft good, firft perfe&t, and firft fair ;
Or tread the mazy round his follow’rs trod, 25
And quitting fenfe call imitating God ;
As Eaftern priefts in giddy circles run,
And turn their heads to imitate the Syn,

VARIATIONS.

Fix moral fitnefs, and to God give rule,
‘Then drop into thyfelf, &¢.—

Ver. 21. Ed. 4th and cth,

Show by what rules the wand’ring planets ftray,
Corre& old Time, and teach the Sun his Way,

%

NorTeEs.

VER. 20. Go, meafure earth, g'c.] Alludingto the noble
and ufeful proje@ of the modern Mathematicians, to
meafure a degree at the equator and the polar circle, in
order to determine the true figure of the earth ; of great
importance to aftronomy and navigation.

VER. 22. Corve? old Time,] This alludes to Sir Ifaac
Newton’s Grecian Chronology, which he reformed on
thofe two fublime conceptions, the difference between the
IEES of kings, and the generations of then; and the
poition of the colures of the equinoxes and folftices at
“the time of the Argonautic expedition.

D -
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Go, teach Eternal Wifdom how to rule—

Then drop into thyfelf, and be a fool ! 30
Superior beings, when of late they faw

A mortal Man unfold all Nature’s law,

Admird fuch wifdom in an earthly fhape,
And fhew’d 2 NEwToN as we fhew an Ape.

NorTEs.

VER. 20, 30. Go, teach Eterral Wifdom, &Fc.] Thefe
two lines are a conclufion from all that had been faid from
y 18, tothiseffect: Go now, vain Man, elated with thy
acquirements in rea/ {cience, and imaginary intimacy with
God; go, and run into all the extravagancies I have ex-
ploded in the firft epiftle, where thou pretendeft to teach
Providence how to govern; thendrop into the ob{curities
of thy own nature, and thereby manifeft thy ignorance
and folly.

VER. 31. Superior beings, 5c.] In thefe lines he fpeaks
to this effe€t : But to mzie you fully fenfible of the dif-
ficulty of this ftudy, I fhall inftance in the great Newton
himfelf ; whom, when fuperior beings, not long fince,
{faw capable of unfolding the whole law of Nature, they
were in doubt whether the owner of fuch prodigious faga-
city fhould not be reckoned of their own order; juft as
men, when they fee the furprizing marks of Reafon in an
Ape, are almoft tempted to rank him with their own
kind. And yet this wondrous Man could go no further
_in the knowledge of himfelf than the generality of his
{fpecies. In which we fee it was not Mr. Pope’s intention
to bring any of the Ape’s qualities, but its fagacity, into
the comparifon. But why the 4p¢’s, it may be faid, ra-
ther than the fagacity of fome more decent animal, parti-
cularly the half-reafoming elephant, as the poet calls it ; -
which, as well on account of this its {fuperiority, as for its
having no ridiculous fide, like the Ape, on which it could
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Could he, whofe rules the rapid.Comet bind, 33
Defcribe or fix one movement of his Mind ?

VaArRIATIONS,

VEer. 35. Ed. 1,

Could he, who taught each Planet where to 1'::;111,llr |
Defcribe or fix one movement of the Soul ?

Who mark’d their points to rife or to defcend,
Explain his own beginning or his end ?

NorTEs,

be viewed, feems better to have deferved this honour ? I
reply, Becaufe, as none but a thape refembling human, ac-
companied with great fagacity, could occafion the dubt
of that animal’s relation to Man, the Ape only having
that refemblance, no other animal was fitted for the com-
parifon.  And on this ground of relation the whole beauty
of the thought depends ; Newton and thofe fuperior {pirits
being equally framed for immortality, though of different
orders. And here let me take notice of a new {pecies of
the Sublime, of which our poet may be juftly faid to be
the maker; fo new, that we have yet no name for it,
though of a nature diftinét from every other poetical ex-
cellence. The two great perfetions of works of genius
are Wit and SuBrimiTy. = Many writers have been
witty, {feveral have been fublime, and fome-few have even
};ﬂﬁ'eﬂ'ed both thefe qualities {eparately ; but none that I

now of, befides our Poet, hath had the art to incorporate
-them ; of which he hath given many examples, both in
this Effay and his other poems, one of the nobleft being
the paflfage in queftion. This feems to be the laft effort
-of the imagination, to poetical perfetion; and in this
compounded excellence the Wit receives a dignity from
the Sublime, and the Sublime a Splendor from the Wit ;
which, in their ftate of feparate exiltence, they both
wanted. Dz T it *
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Who faw its fires here rife, and there defcend,
Explain his own beginning, or his end ?
Alas what wonder | Man’s fuperior part
Uncheck’d may rife, and climb fromart to art; 40
But when his own great work is but begun,
What Reafon weaves, by Paffion is undone.

T'race Science then, with Modefty thy guide;
Firft ftrip off all her equipage of Pride ;
Dedu& what is but Vanity, or Drefs, 45

Or Learning’s Luxury, or ldlenefs;

NoTEs.

Ver. 37. Who faw its fires bere rife, &e.] Sir Haac
Newton, in calculating the velocity of a Comet’s motion,
and the courfe it defcribes, when it becomes vifible in 1ts
defcentto, and afcent from, the Sun, conjeftured, with the
higheft appearance of truth, that Comets revolve perpe-
tually round the Sun, in ellipfes vaftly eccentrical, and
very nearly approaching to parabolas. In which he was
greatly confirmed, in obferving between two Comets a

coincidence in their perihelions, and a perfet agreement
in their velocities.

VER. 45——Vanity or Drefs,] Thefe are the firft partsof
what the Poet, in the precéding line, calls the fcholar’s
equipage of Pride. By Vanity, is meantthat luxuriancy of
thought and expreflion in which a writer indulges him-
felf, to fhew the fruitfulnefs of his fancy or invention.

" By drefs is to be underftood a lower degree of that prac-
* tice, in amplification of thought and ornamental ex-
Ereﬁon, to give force to what the writer would convey :
‘but even this, the poet, in a fevere fearch after truth, con-
demns ; and with great judgment. Concifenefs of thought
‘and fimplicity of expreflion, being as well the beft infru-
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Or tricks to fhew the ftretch of haman brain,

Mere curious pleafure, or ingenious pain ;

Expunge the whole, or lop th’ excrefcent parts

Of all our Vices have created Arts ; 50

Then fee how little the remaining fum,
Which ferv’d the paft, and muit the times to come !

II. T'wo Principles in human nature reign ;
Self-love, to urge, and Reafon, to reftrain ; .
Nor this a good, nor that a bad we call, 55
Each works its end, to move or governall :

NorTEs.

ments, as the beft webicles of Truth., Shakefpear touches
upon this latter advantage with great force and humour.
The Flatterer {ays to Timon in diftrefs, I cannot cowver
‘¢ the monftrous bulk of their ingratitude with any fize of
“ awords.”” 'The other teplies, * Let it go naked, men
““ may fee't the better.” |

VER. 46. Or Learning’s Luxury, or Idlenefs ; 1 The Lux-
ury of Learning confifts in drefling up and difguifing old
notions in a new way, {o as to make them more fathiona-
ble and palateable ; inftead of examining and fcrutinizing
their truth. As this is often done for pomp and fhew, it
is called /uxzry ; as it is often done too to {ave pains and
labour, it is called id/enefs. '

VER. 47. Or tricks to fbeaw the firetch of human brain,)
Such as the mathematical demonftrations concerning the
[mall quautity of matter ; the endlefs divifshility of it, &c.

VER. 48. Mere curious pleafure, or ingenious pain ; ] That
1s, when Admiration {ets the mind on the rack.

VER. 49. Expunge the whole, or lop th’ excrefcent parts—
Of all our wices have created Arts ;) i. e. Thofe parts of na-
tural Philofophy, Logic, Rhetoric, Poetry, &c. that ad-
minifter te luxury, deceit, aEbition, effeminacy, &c.

3
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And to.their proper operation ftill,

Afcribe all Good, to their improper, Iil.

Self-love, the fpring of motion, a&ts the foul ;
Reafon’s comparing balance rules the whole. 6o
Man, but for that, no ation could attend,

And, but for this, were active to no end :

Fix’d like a plant on his peculiar fpot,

To draw nutrition, propagate, and rot ;

Or, meteor-like, flame lawlefs thro’ the void, 65
Deftroying others, by himfelf deftroy’d.

Moft ftrength the moving principle requires ;

A&ive its tafk, it prompts, impels, infpires.

Sedate and quiet, the comparing lies,

Form'd but to check, delib’rate, and advife. 7
Self-love ftill ftronger, as its objets nigh ;

Reafon’s at diftance, and in profpeét lie :

T'hat fees immediate good by prefent fenfe ;

Reafon, the future and the confequence.

Thicker than arguments, temptations throng, 75
At beft more watchful this, but that more ftrong,
The ation of the ftronger to fufpend

Reafon ftill ufe, to Reafon ftill attend.

NorTEs.

Vewr. 74. Reafon, the future and the confequence.] i. e.

By experience, Reafon colleéts the Jfuture ; and by argumen-
tation, the compequence.

<
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Attention, habit, and experience gains;
Each ftrengthens Reafon, and Self-love reftrains. 8o

Let fubtle {choolmen teach thefe friends to fight,
More ftudious to divide than to unite; '

And Grace and Virtue, Senfe and Reafon fplit,
With all the rafth dexterity of wit.

Wits, juft like Fools, at war about a name, 85
Bave full as oft no meaning, or the fame,

Self love and Reafon to one end afpire,

Pain their averfion, Pleafure their defire s

But greedy That, its obj«Ct would devour,

This tafte the honey, and not wound the flow’r: go

VARIATION s.

After y 86. in the MS.
Of good and evil Gods what frighted Fools,
Of good and evil Reafon puzzled Schools,
Deceiv’d, deceiving, taught—

NoTEs.

VEr. 81. Let fubtle [choolmen, {Tc.] This obfervation
on the folly of the fchoolmen, who confider reafor and
the paffrons as two oppofite principles, the one good and the
other ews/, is {eafonable and judicious ; for this folly gives
great fupport to the Manichzan or Zoroaftrian error, the
confutation of which was one of the author’s chief ends
in writing. For if there be tawo principles in Man, a good
and bad, it is natural to think him the joint produt of
the two Manichzan deities (the firft of which contributed
to his Reafon, the other to his Paffions) rather thanthe |
creature of one Individual Caufe. This.was Plutarch’s

notion, and, as we may fee in him, of the more ancient
D4
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Pleafure, or wrong or rightly underftood,
Qur greateft evil, or our greateft good.
ITI. Modes of Self-love the Paflions we may call :
*T'is real good, or feeming, moves them all:
But fince not ev'ry good we can divide, 9§
And reafon bids us for our own provide ;
Paffions, tho’ felfith, if their means be fair,
Lift under Reafon, and deferve her care ;
Thofe, that imparted, court a nobler aim,
Exalt their kind, and take fome Virtue’s name. 100
In lazy Apathy let Steics boaft |
Their Virtue fix'd ; ’tis fix’d asin afroft;
Contra&ed all, retiring to the breaft ;
But ftrength of mind is Exercife, not Reft:
The rifing tempeft puts in act the foul, 105
Parts it may ravage, but preferves the whole.
On life’s vaft ocean diverfely we fail,
Reafon the card, but paffion is the gale.

VARIATIONS,
After ¥ 108. in the MS.

A tedious Voyage! where how ufelefs lies
The compals, if no pow’rful gufts arife ?

NoTEs.

Manichzans. It was of importance. therefore, to repro-
brate and {ubvert a notion that ferved to the fupport of fo
dangerous an error. '

)
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Nor God alone in the ftill calm we find,

He mounts the ftorm, and walks upon the wind. 110
Paffions, like elements, tho’ born to fight,

Yet, mix’d and foften’d, in his work unite:

Thefe’tis enough to temper and employ ;

But what compofes Man, can Man deftroy?

Suffice that Reafon keep to Nature’s road, 115§
Subje&, compound them, follow her and God.

VARIATIONS.

After ¥ 112. in the MS.
The foft reward the virtuous, or invite;
The fierce, the vicious punifh or affright.

NorTEs.

VEr. 109. Nor God alone, £5c.] Thefe words are only
a fimple afirmation in the poetic drefs of a fimilitude, to
this purpofe : Good is not only produced by the fubdual
of the Paflions, but by the turbulent exercife of them. A
truth conveyed under the moft fublime imggery that
poetry could conceive or paint. For the author is here
only fhewing the providential iffue of the Paffions, and
how, by God’s gracious difpofition, they are turned away
from their natural bias, to promote the happinefs of
Mankind. As to the-method in which they are to be
treated by Man, in whom they are found, all that he con-
tends for, in favour of them, is only this, that they fhould
not be quite rooted up and deftroyed, as the Stoics, and
their followers in all religions, foolifhly attempted. For
the reft, he conftantly repeats this advice,

The altion of the ftronger to fufpend,
Reaforftill ufe, to Reafon fill attend,
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Love, Hope, and Joy, fair pleafure’s {miling train,
Hate, Fear, and Grief, the family of pain,

Thefe mix’d with art, and todue bounds confin’d,
Make and maintain the balance of the mind: 120

The lights and fhades, whofe well accorded ftrife
Gives all the ftrength and colour of our life.
Pleafures are ever in our hands or eyes ;

And when, in adt, they ceale, in profpe&, rife :
Prefent to graflp, and future ftill to find, 12 5
The whole employ of body and of mind.

All fpread their charms, but charm notall alike;
On diff 'rent fenfes diff’rent objeéls ftrike ;

NorTEs.
Ver. 127. Al pread their charms, {5¢c.] Though all the

Paffions bave their turn in fwaying the determinations of
the mind, yetevery Man hath one masTeR Passion that
at length ftifles or abforbs all the reft. The fa& he illu.
firates at Jarge in his epiftle to Lord Cobham. Here

(from ¥ 126 to 149) he giveth us the caufe of it. Thofe
Pleafures or Goods, which are the objeéts Pafhions,

affect the mind by ftriking on the fenfes ; DN's through
the formation of the organs of our frame; » man hath
fome one fenfe fironger and more acut others, the
obje& which firikes that ftronger and acuter fenfe, what-
ever it be, wiil be the objet moft defired ; and confe-
quently, the purfuit of that will be the ruling Pa/fion.
That the difference of force in this ruling Paflion fhall, at
firft, perhaps, be very fmall or even impgteeptible ; but
Nature, Habit, Imagination, Wit, nay ¢ven Reafon itfelf
fhall affift its growth, 'till 1t hath at lerigth drawn and
convertcd every other into itfelf.  All which 1s delivered
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- Hence diff ’rent Paflions more or lefs inflame,

"As ftrong or weak, the organs of the frame; 130
And hence one MASTER P assion in the breaft,
Like Aaron’s ferpent, {wallows up the reft,

As Man, perhaps, the moment of his breath,
Receives the lurking principle of death ;
The young difeafe, that muft fubdue at length, 135
Grows with' his growth, and ftrengthens with his

ftrength :

So, caft and mingled with his very frame,
The Mind’s difeafe, its RULING Passion Eame;
Each vital humour which fhould feed the whole,
Soon flows to this, in body and in foul : 140
W hatever warms the heart, or fills the head,
As the mind opens, and its funétions {pread,
Imagination plies her dang’rous art,
And poursit all upon the peccant part,

43

NorTeEs.

in a ftrain of Poetry fo wonderfully fublime, as fufpends,

for a while, the ruling paffion, in every Reader, and en-
grofles his whole Admiration. |

This naturally leads the poet to lament the weaknefs
and infufficiency of human Reafon, and the purpofe he
had in {o doing, was plainly to intimate the neceflity of a
more perfet difpenfation to Mankind. ,

VER 133. As Man, perbaps, €5°c.] ¢ Antipater Sidonius
‘¢ Poeta omnibus annis uno die natali tantum corri]“)iebatur
¢ febre, et eo confumptus eft fatis longa feneta.” Plix.

N. H. 1. vii. This Antipater was in the times of Craflus,
and is celebrated for the quicknefs of his parts by Cicero.
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Nature its mother, Habit is its nurfe ; 145
Wit, Spirit, Faculties, but make it worfe ;
Reafon itfelf but gives it edge and pow’r :
As Heav’n’s bleft beam turns vinegar more fow’r.
We, wretched fubjeéts tho’ to lawful {way,

In this weak queen, fome fav’rite {till obey : 150
Ah! if fhe lend notarms, as well as rules,

What can fhe more than tell us we are fools ?
Teach us to mourn our Nature, not to mend,

A fharp accufer, but a helplefs friend !

Or from a judge turn pleader, to perfuade 155
The choice we make, or juftify it made ;

NoTEs.

VER. 147. Reafon itfelf, &c.] The poet, in fome other
of his epiftles, gives examples of the dotrine and precepts
here delivered. Thus, in that Of the afe of Riches, he
has illuftrated this truth in the charaéter of Cotta.:

Old Cotta fham’d his fortune and his birth,
Yet was not Cotta void of wit or worth.
What tho’ {the ufe of barb’rous {pits forgot)
His kitchen vy'd in coolnefs with his grot ?
It Cotta liv'd on pulfe, it was no more
Then bramins, faints, and fages did before.

VER. 149. W, avretched Subjels, (Fc.] St. Paul himfelf
did not chufe to employ other arguments, when difpofed
to give us the higheft idea of the ufefulnefs of Chriftianity
(Rom. vn.) But, it may be, the poet findsa remedy in Na-
tural Religion. Far fromit. He here leaves reafon un-
relieved. What is this then, but an intimation that we

ought to feek for a cure in that religion, which only dares
proicfs to give it £
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-Proud of an eafy coriqueft all along,

She but removes weak pafifions for the ftrong:

So, when fmall humours gather to a gout,

The dofor fancies he has driv’n them out. 160

Yes, Nature’s road muft ever be preferr’d ;
Reafon is here no guide, but ftill a guard ;

T'is her’s to reclify, not overthrow,

And treat this paffion more as friend than foe :
A mightier Pow’r the ftrong direction fends, 1635
And fev’ral Men impels to fev’ral ends :

NoTEs.

VER. 163. 'Tis ber’s to refify, €&9c.] The meaning of
this precept is, That as the ruling Paffion is implanted by
Nature, it is Reafon’s office to regulate, direét, and re-
ftrain, but not to overthrow it, To regulate the paflion
of Avarice, for inftance, into a parfimonious difpenfation
of the public revenues; to direét the paflion of Love,
whofe obje&t 1s worth and beauty,

To the firft good, firft perfe&t, and firft fair,

To xahoy T° ayabor, as his mafter Plato advifes ; and to re-
ftrain Spleen to a contempt and hatred of Vice. Thisis
what the poet meant, and what every unprejudiced man
could nnt%nt fee he muft needs mean, by RecTiFYING
THE MASTER PAssioN, though he had not confined us
to thdlss fenfe, in the reafon he gives of his precept, in thefe
wor

ightier Pow’r the ftrong dire&tion fends,
. And ev’'ral Men impels to fev'ral ends :

For what ends are they which God impels to, but the
ends of Virtue ?




46 E®SAY ON MAN. Erll

Like varying winds, by other paffions toft,
This drives them conftant to a certain coatt.
Let pow’r or knowledge, gold or glory, pleafe,
Or (oft more ftrong than all) the love of eafe; 170
Thro’ life’tis follow’d, ev’n at life’s expence ;
The merchant’s toil, the fage’s indolence,
The monk’s humility, the hero’s pride,
All, all alike, find Reafon on their fide.
Th’ Eternal Art educing good from ill, 175

Grrafts on this Paflion our beft principle :

*T'is thus the Mercury of Man is fix’d,
Strong grows the Virtue with his nature mix’d ;
The drofs cements what elfe were too refin’d,

And in one int’reft body aéts with mind. 18e
As fruits, ungrateful to the planter’s care,
On favage ftocks inferted, learn to bear ;

NoTEs.

Ver 175.7h Eternal Art, &5c.] The Author, through-
out thefe epiftles, has explained his meaning to be, that
vice is, in its own nature, the greateft of evils ; and pro-
duced by the abufe of man’s free-will,

What makes all phyfical and moral 11l ?
There deviates Nature, and here wanders will :

butthatGod, in his infinite goodnefs, deviouily turns the
natural byas of its malignity to the advancement of hu-
man happinefs: a doétrine very different from the Fable
of the Bees, which impioufly and foolifhly {fuppofes it to
have that natural tendency.
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The {ureft Virtues thus from Paffions fhoot,

Wild Nature’s vigor working at the root.

What crops of wit and honefty appear 185
From fpleen, from obftinacy, hate, or fear !

See anger, zeal and fortitude fupply ;

Ev’'n av’rice, prudence ; floth, philo{ophy ;

Luft, thro’ fome certain ftrainers well refin’d,

Is gentle love, and charms all womankind ; 190

Envy, to which th’ ignoble mind’s a flave,
Is emulation in the learn’d or brave;
Nor Virtue, male or female, can we name,

But what will grow on Pride, or grow on Shame.

Thus Nature gives us (let it check our pride) 19§
The virtue neareft to our vice ally’d:

VARIATIONS.
After ¥ 194. in the MS.

How oft, with Paffion, Virtue points her Charms !
Then fhines the Hero, then the Patriot warms.

Peleus’ great Son, or Brutus, who had knewn,
Had Lucrece been a Whore, or Helen none ?

But Virtues gppofite to make agree,

+ ‘That, Reafon ! 1s thy tafk; and worthy Thee.
Hard tafk, cries Bibulus, and reafon weak.
—Make it a point, dear Marquis ! or a pigye.
Once, for a whim, perfuade yourfelf to pay
A debt to reafon, like a debt at play.

For right or wrong have mortals {uffer’d more ?
B— for his Prince, or * * for his Whore ?



s ESSAY ON MAN. ErlL

Reafon the byas turns to good fromill,
And Nero reigns a Titus, if he will,

‘The fiery foul abhorr’d in Catiline,
In Decius charms, in Curtius is divine : 200
The fame ambition can deftroy or fave,

And makes a patriot as it makes a knave.
This light and darknefs in our chaos join’d,

What fhall divide ? The God within the mind.

VARIATIONS.

Whofe felf-denials nature moit controul ?

His, who would fave a Six-pence or his Soul ?
Web for his health, a Chartreux for his Sin,
Contend they not which {ooneft fhall grow thin ?
What we refolve, we can: but here’s the fault,

We ne’er refolve to do the thing we ought.

NorTEs.

VER. 197. Reafon the byas, &c.] Left it fhould be
objected that this account favours the doétrine of Necefii-
ty, and would infinuate that Men are only afted upon,
in the production of Good out of Evil; the poet here
teacheth that Man is a free-agent, and hath it in his own
power to turn the natural paflions into Virtues or into
Vices, properly fo called :

Reafon the byas turns to good from ill,
~And Nero reigns a Titus, if he will.

Ver. 204. The God avithin the mind.] A Platonic phrafe
for Confcience ; and here employed with great judgment
and propriety. For Confcience either fignifies, {pecula-
tively, the judgment we pafs of things upon whatever
principles we chance to have; and then it is only Opinion,
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Extremes in Nature equal ends produce, 2035
In Man they join to fome myfterious ufe ;

Tho’ each by turns the other’s beund invade,
As, in fome well-wrought picture, light and fhade,

And oft fo mix, the diff’rence is too nice

Where ends the Virtue, or begins the Vice. |, 210
Fools ! who from hence into the notion fall,

That Vice or Virtue there is none at all.

If white and black blend, foften, and unite

A thoufand ways, is there no black or .whitc?

NorTEs.

a very unable judge and divider. Or elfe it ﬁ%-niﬁes,
pratically, the application of the eternal rule of right
(received by us as the law of God) to the regulation of
our ations; and then it is properly Conicience, the God
(or the law of God) aithin the mind, of power to divide
the light from the darknefs in this chaos of the paffions.

208 Ver. 285. Extremesin Nature equal ends produce,) 'The
poet here reafons to this effect, That though indeed Vice
and Virtue fo invade each other’s bounds, ‘that fometimes
we can {carce tell where one ends and the other begins,
yet great purpofes are ferved thereby, no lefs than the
perfefting the conftitution of the whole, as lights and
fhades, which run into one another in a well-wrought
piture, make the harmony and {pirit of the compofition.
But on this account to fay there is neither Vice nor Vir-
tue, the poet thews would be juft as wife as to fay thereis
neither black nor white ; becaufe the fhade of that and
the light of this often run into one another:

Afk your own heart, and nothing is {o plain ;
"Tis to miftake them, cofts the time and pain,
E
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Afk your own heart, and nothing is fo plain? 215
’Tis to miftake them, cofts the time and pain.

Vice is a monfter of fo frightful mien,
As, to be hated, needs but to be feen:
Yet feen too oft, familiar with her face,
We firft endure, then pity, then embrace. 220
But where th’ Extreme of Vice, was ne’er agreed :
Afk where’s the North? at York, ’tis on the T'weed ;
In Scotland, at the Orcades; and there,
At Greenland, Zembla, or the Lord knows where.
No creature owns it in the firft degree, 22§
But thinks his neighbour further gone than he;
Ev’n thofe who dwell beneath its very zone,

Or never feel the rage, or never own;
What happier natures fhrink at with affright,

The hard inhabitant contends is right, 230

VAaArRiATIONS,
After 4 2z0. in the 1ft Edition, followed thefe,
A Cheat! a Whore! who ftarts not at the name,
In all the Inns of Court or Drury-lane ?

After y 226. in the MS.
The Col’nel fwears the Agent is a dog,
The Scriv’ner vows th’ Attorney is a rogue.
Againft the Thief th’ Attorney loud inveighs,
For whofe ten pound the County twenty pays.
The Thief damns Judges, and the Knaves of State ;
And dying, mourns fmall Villains hang'd by great.
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Virtuous and vicious ev’ry Man mutt be,
Few in th’ extreme, but all in the degree:

The rogue and fool by fits is fair and wife;

And ev’n the beft, by fits, what they defpife.

>T'is but by parts we follow good or ill ; 2135
For, Vice or Virtue, Self dire&s it ftill;

Each individual feeks a fev’ral goal ;
But HEAV’N’s great viewis One, and that theWhole.

That counter-works each folly and caprice;

That difappoints th’ effe&t of ev’ry vice; 240
That, happy frailties to all ranks apply’d ;

Shame to the virgin, to the matron pride,
Fear to the Statelman, rafhnefs to the chief,
To kings prefumption, and to crowds belief :

NoTEs.

VEr. 231. Virtuous and vicious ev’ry Man m::ﬁ be,—Few,
in th’ extreme, but all in the degree ;] Of this the Poet, with
admirable fagacity, afligns the caufe, in the following

line :
For, Vice or Virtue, SeLF direts it ftill.

An adherence or regard to what is, in the fenfe of the
world, a Man’s own Intereft, making an exireme in ei-
ther Vice or Virtue almoft impoflible. - Its effeét in keep-
ing a good Man from the extreme of Virtue, needs no
explanation ; and inan ill Man, Self-intereft fhewing him
the neceflity of fome kind of reputation, the procuring,
and preferving that, will keep him from the extreme of

Vice.

5 3
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That, Virtue’s ends from vanity can raife, 245
Which feeks no int’reft, no reward but praife ;
And build on wants, and on defets of mind,

The joy, the peace, the glory of Mankind.
Heav’n forming each on other to depend,

A mafter, or a fervant, or a friend, 250
Bids each on other for affiftance call,

*Till ohe Man’s weaknefs grows the ftrength of all.
Wants, frailties, paflions, clofer fill ally

The common int’reft, or endear the tie.

NoTEs:s.

V e R. 249. Heaw'n forming each on other to depend,] Hi-
therto the Poet hath been employed in difcourfing of the
ufe of the Paffions, with regard to Society at large ; and
in freeing his doétrine from objections : This is the fr/
general divifion of the {fubjeét of this epiitle.

He comes.now to thew the ufe of thele Paflions, with
regard to the more confined circle of our Friends, Re-
lations, and Acquaintance: and this is the Jecond general
divifion.,

VER. 253. Wants, frailties, paffions, clofer fiill ally
The common int'reft, &c.] As thefe lines have been mif-
underftood, I fhall give the reader their plain and obvious
meaning. ‘“ To thefe frailties ({ays he) we owe all the en-
dearments of private life;; yet, when we come to that age,
which generally difpofes Men to think more ferioufly of
the true value of things, and confequently of their pro-
vifion for a future ftate, the confideration, that the grounds
of thofe joys, loves, and friendfhips, are wants, frailties,
and paflions, proves the beft expedient to wean us from the
world ; a difengagement fo friendly to that provifion we
are now making for another,” The obfervation 1s new,
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To thefe we owe true friendfhip, love fincere, 255

Each home-felt joy that life inherits here ;
Yet from the fame welearn, in its decline,

Thofe joys, thofe loves, thofe int’refts to refign;
Taught half by Reafon, half by mere decay,

To welcome death, and calmly pafs away. 260
Whate’er the Paflion, knowledge, fame, or pelf,

Not one will change his neighbour with himfelf.

NoTEs.

and would in any place be extremely beautiful, but has
here an infinite grace and propriety, asit {fo well confirms,
by an inftance of great moment, the general thefis, 7hat
God makes 1ll, at every flep, produliive of Good.

VER. 261. Whate'er the Paffion, &'c.] 'The poet having
thus fhewn the ufe of the Paffions in Seciety, and in Domeflic
life, hecomes, in the laft place, to fhew their ufe to the
Individual, even in their illufions ; the imaginary happi-
nefs they prefent, helping to make the real miferies of life
lefs infupportable . And this is his #4ird general divifion :

— Opinion-gilds with varying rays

Thofe painted clouds that beautify our days, &c.
One profpett loft, another ftill we gain ;

And nota vanity is giv'n in vain,

Which muft needs vaftly raife our idea of God’s good-
nefs, who hath not only provided more than a counter-
balance of real happinefs to human miferies, but hath
even, 1n his infinite compaffion, beftowed on thofe, who
- were {o foolifh as not to have made this provifion, an
imaginary happinefs ; that they may not be quite over-
borne with the load of human miferies. This is the
poet’s great and noble thought ; as firong and folid as it
1s new and ingenious ; which teaches, ¢ That thefe il-
lufions are the follies of Men, EhiCh they wilfully fall
_ 3



4 ESSAY ON MAN. Epll

The learn’d is happy nature to explore,

The fool is happy that he knows no more;

The rich is happy in the plenty giv’n, 265
The poor contents him with the care of Heav’n.

See the blind beggar dance, the cripple fing,

The fot a hero, lunatic a king ;
The ftarving chemift in his golden views

Supremely bleft, the poet in his Mufe. 270

See fome {trange comfort ev’ry ftate attend,
And pride beftow’d on all, a common friend:

See fome fit paffion ev'ry age {upply,

Hope travels thro’, nor quits us when we die.

No TEs.

into, and through their own fault; thereby depriving
them{elves of much happinefs, and expofing them{elves to
equal mifery: But that fill God (according to his uni-
verfal way of working) gracioufly turns thefe follies fo
far to the advantage of his miferable creatures, as to be
the prefent folace and fupport of their diftrefies :”

—Tho’ Man’s a fool, yet God is wife.

VER. 270.—the poet in his Mufe.) The author having
{aid, thatno one would change his profeffion or views for
thofe of another, intended to carry his obfervation ftill
further, and fhew that Men were unwilling to exchange
their own acquirements even for thofe of the {ame kind,
confefledlylarger, and infinitely more eminent, in another.
To this end he wrote,

What partly pleafes, totally will thock:
I queftion much, if 7o/and would be Locke:

but wanting another proper inftance of this truth when he
publifhed his laft Edition of the Effay, he referved the

lines above for fome following one.



Er.II. ESSAY ON MAN. 55

Behold the child, by nature’s kindly law, 275
Pleas’d with a rattle, tickled with a flraw: '

Some livelier play-thing gives his youth delight,
A little louder, but as empty quite :
Scarfs, garters, gold, amufe his riper ftage,

And beads and pray’r-books are the toys of age: 280
Pleas’d with this bauble ftill ; as that before;
>T'ill tir’d he fleeps, and Life’s poor play is o’er.
Mean-while Opinion gilds with varying rays

Thofe painted clouds that beautify our days ;

Each want of happinefs by Hope fupply’d, 285
And each vacuity of fenfe by Pride :

NoTEs.

VER. 280. And beads and pray’r-books are the toys of age:]
A Satire on what is called in Popery the Opus operatum.
As this is a defcription of the circle of human life return-
ing into itfelf by a fecond childhood, the poet has with
great elegance concluded his defcription with the fame
image with which he fet out. , _

VER. 286. Andeach wacuity of fenfe by Pride:] An emi-
nent Cafuift, Father Francis Garajfle, in his Somme Theolo-
gique, has drawn a very charitable conclufion from this
principle: “ Selon la Juftice (faysthis equitable Divine)
““ tout travail honnéte doit étre recompenfé de louange ou
¢ de fatisfaction. Quand les bons efprits font un ouvrage
¢¢ excellent, ils font juftement refompenfez par les fuf-
¢ frages du Public. Quand un pauvre efprit travaille
““ beaucoup, pour fair un mauvais ouvrage, iln’eft pasjufte
““ ni raifonable, qu'il attende des lovanges publiques, car
“ ellesne lui font pas dués. Mais afin que fes travaux ne

E 4
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Thefe build as faft as knowledge can deftroy ;

In folly’s cup ftill laughs the bubble, joy;

One profpeé loft, another ftill we gain ;

And not a vanity is giv'n in vain ; 290
Ev’nmean Self-love becomes, by force divine,

The {cale to meafure others wants by thine.

See ! and confefs cne comfort {till muft rife ;

*Tis this, Tho’ Man’s a fool, yet Gop 15 wisk.

NoTEs.

¢ demeurent pas fans recompenfe, Diexlui donne une fa-
“ tisfation perfonelle, que perfonne ne lui peut envier
‘¢ fans une injuftice plus que barbare; tout ainfi que Dieu,
“¢ qui eft jufte, donne de la fatisfaétion aux Grenouilles de
¢¢ leur chant. Autrement la blame public, joint a leur
‘¢ mecontentement, {eroit {uffifant pour les réduire au de-
‘¢ {efpoir.” . | o
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EPISTULE IIL

H ERE then we reft: ¢ The Univerfal Caufe
¢« A&s to one end, but alts by various laws.”

VARIATIONS.

Ver. 1. in the feveral Edit. in 4to,
Learn, Dulnefs, learn! < The Univerfal Caufe, &c.

NorTEs.

Ep. III.] We are now come to the third epiftle of the
Effay on Man. It having been fhewn, in explaining the
origin, ufe, and end of the Paffions, in the{econd epifile,
that Man hath {ocial as well asfelfith paffions, thatdoétrine
naturally introduceth the third, which treats of Man as a
sociaL animal ; and conneés it with the fecond, which
confidered him as an InpivipuaL. And as the con-
clufion from the {ubjeét of the firft epiftle made the intro-
duftion to the fecond, fo here again, the conclufion of
the fecond,

(Ev’n mean Self-love becomes, by force divine,
The {cale to meafure others wants by thine,)

maketh the introduétion to the third.

Ver. 1. Here then awe reff: ¢ The Univerfal Caufe
““ Afls to one end, but als by warious laws.”] The reafon
of wariety in thofe laws, which tend to oz and the fame
end, the good of the Whole generally, is, becaufe the good
of the individual is likewife to be provided for; %mth
which together make up the good of the Whole univer/ally.
And this is the caufe, as the poet fays elfewhere, that

Each individual feeks a fev’ral goal.

But to prevent our refting there, God hath made each
need the affiftance of another ; and fo
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In all the madnefs of fuperfluous health,

The trim of pride, the impudence of wealth,

Let this great truth be prefent night and day ; 5
But moft be prefent, if we preach or pray.

NoTEs.

On mutual wants built mutual happinefs.

It was neceflary to explain thefe two firlt lines, the
better to fee the pertinency and force of what followeth,
where the poet warns fuch to take notice of this truth,
whofe circuniftances placing them in an imaginary ftation
of Independence, and a real one of infenfibility to mutaal
Wants (from whence general Happinefs refults) make
them but too apt to overlook the true fyftem of things ;
w7z, Men in full health and opulence. This caution was
neceflary with regard to Society ; but ftill more necef-
{fary with regard to Religion : Therefore he efpecially re-
commends the memory of it both to Clergy and Laity,
when they preach or pray; becaufe the preacher, who
doth not confider the firk Caufe under this view, as a
" Being confulting the good of the whole, muft needs give
a very unworthy idea of him; and the fupplicant, who
prayeth as one not related to 2 whole, or as difregarding
the happinefs of it, will not only pray in vain, but offcnd
his Maker by an impious attempt to counterwork his dif-
peniation. . -

VER. 3.— fuperfluous bealth,] Tmmoderate labour and
fiudy are the great impairers of health: They, whofe
ftation fets them above both, muft needs have an abund-
ance of health, which not being employed in the common
{ervice, but walted in Luxury, the poet properly calls a
Juperfiuity.

VER. 4. — impudence of awealth,] Becaule avealth pre-
tends to be wifdom, wit, learning, honefty, and, in fhort,

all the virtues in their turns,
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Look round our World ; behold the chain of Love
Combining 2all below and all above.
See plaftic Nature working to this end,

The fingle atoms each to other tend, 10
Attradt, attralted to, the next in place
Form’d and impell’d its neighbour to embrace.

See Matter next, with various life endu’d,
Prefs to one centre ftill, the gen’ral Good.

See dying vegetables life fuftain, 1§

See life diffolving vegetate again:
All fc as that perifh other forms fupply,
(By turns we catch the vital breath, and die)

Like bubbles on the fea of Matter born,
They rife, they break, and to that fea return. 20

Nothing is foreign ; Parts relate to whole;
One all-extending, all-preferving Soul

NorTEs.

VER. 12. Form’d and impelld, {5c.] To make Matter fo
cohere as to fit it for the ufes intended by its Creator, a
proper configuration of its infenfible parts, is as neceflary
as that quality fo equally and univerfally conferred upon
it, called Attracion. To exprefs the firft part of this
thought, our Author fays form’d; and to exprefs the lat-
ter, impell’d. |

VER. 22. One all-extending, all-preferving Sonl) Which-
in the language of Sir Ifaac Newton, is, * Deus omni-
‘¢ przfens eft, non per virtutem folam, fed etiam per {ub.
 ftantiam : nam virtus fine fubftantia fubfiftere non po-

““ telk.” Newt. Princ, fchol. gen. fub fin.
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Conneéls each being, greateft with the leaft ;
Made Beatft in aid of Man, and Man of Beaft ;
All ferv’d, all ferving : nothing ftands alone !

%3

The chain holds on, and where it ends, unknown.

Has God, thou fool! work’d folely for thy good,

Thy joy, thy paftime, thy attire, thy food ?
Who for thy table feeds the wanton fawn,
For him as kindly fpread the flow’ry lawn :

Is it for thee the lark afcends and fings ?

Joy tunes his voice, joy elevates his wings.
Is it for thee the linnet pours his throat ?
Loves of his own and raptures fwell the note.
The bounding fteed you pompoully beftride,
Shares with his lord the pleafure and the pride.
Is thine alone the feed that ftrews the plain?
‘The birds of heav’n fhall vindicate their grain.
Thine the full harveft of the golden year?
Part pays, and juftly, the deferving fteer:
The hog, that plows not nor obeys thy call,
Lives on the labours of this lord of all,

NoTEsS.

30

35

40

Ver. 23. Greatefl awith the leaft ;] As alting more
ftrongly and immediately in beafts, whofe inftinét is plainly
an external reafon ; which made an old fchool-man fay,

with great elegance, “ Deus eft anima brutorum.”

In this "tis God direéts =
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Know, Nature’s children fhall divide her care -
‘The fur that warms a monarch, warm’d a bear.
While Man exclaims, ¢ See all things formy ufe!” 45

¢¢ See man for mine!”” replies a pamper’d goofe::
And juft as fhort of reafon He mutt fall,
Who thinks all made for one, not one for all.

Grant that the pow’rful ftill the weak controul :

Be Man the Witand Tyrant of the whole : 50
Nature that T'yrant checks ; He only knows,

And helps, another creature’s wants and woes,

VarRiaTIioONS.

After ver. 46. in the former Editions,

What care to tend, to lodge, to cram, to treat him!
All this he knew ; but not that ’twas to eat him.
As far as Goofe could judge, he reafon’d right ;
But as to Man, miftook the matter quite.

NorTEs,

VER. 45. See all things for my ufe! [On the contrary,
the wife man hath {aid, The Lord hath made all things for
bimfelf, Prov. xvi, 4.

VER. §0. B¢ Man the Wit and Tyrant of the whole :]
Alluding to the aitty fyftem of that Philofopher, which
made Animals mere Machines, infenfible of pain or plea-
fure ; and fo encouraged Men in the exercife of that 7y-
ranny over their fellow-creatures, confequent on fuch a
principle. .

Ver. 5t. Nature that Tyrant checks ;] I orant, indeed,
{ays the Poet, that Man affets to be the Wit and T'yrant
of the whole, and would fain fhake off
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Say, will the falcon, ftooping from above,
Smit with her varying plumage, fpare the dove?

Admires the jay the infect’s gilded wings? 55
O: hears the hawk when Philomela fings ?
Man cares for all: to birds he gives his woods,

To beafts his paftures, and to fith his floods;
For fome his int’reft prompts him to provide,
For more his pleafure, yet for more his pride: 60

NoTEs.

— that chain of love,
Combining all below and all above :

But Nature, even by the very gift of Reafon, checks this
Tyrant. For Reafon endowing Man with the ability of

fetting together the memory of the paft with his conjetures
about the future ; and paft misfortunes making him ap-
prehenfive of more to come, this difpofeth him to pity
and relieve others in a ftate of {uffering. And the paffion
growing habitual, naturally extendeth its effets to all that
have a fenfe of fuffering. Now as brutes have neither
Man’s Reafon, nor his inordinate Self-love, to draw them
from the {yftem of Benevolence : fothey wanted not, and
therefore have not, this human fympathy of another’s mi-
fery. By which paflion, we fee, thofe qualities, in Man,
balance one another; and fo retain him in that general
Order, in which Providence hath placed its whole cre-
ation. But this 1s not all; Man’s intereft, amufement,
vanity, and luxury, tie him ftill clofer to the {yftem of be-
nevolence, by obliging him to provide for the fupport of
other animals ; and though it be, for the moft part, only
to devour them with the greater guft, yet this does not
abate the proper happinefs of the animals™{o preferved, to
whom Providence hath not imparted the ufelefs know-

ledge of their end.
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All feed on one vain Patron, and enjoy
Th’ extenfive blefling of his luxury,
"That very life his learned hunger craves,
He faves from famine, from the favage faves ;
Nay, feafts the animal he dooms his feaft, 65
And, ’till he ends the being, makes it bleft;
Which fees no more the ftroke, or feels the pain,
Than favour’d Man by touch etherial flain.
The creature had his feaft of life before;
Thou too muft perifh, when thy feaft is o’er! %0
To each unthinking being, Heav’n a friend,
Gives not the ufelefs knowledge of its end :
To Man imparts it ; but with fuch a view
As, while he dreads it, makes him hope it too :
The hour conceal’d, and fo remote the fear, 75
Death ftill draws nearer, never feeming near.
Great ftanding miracle! that Heav’n affign’d
Its only thinking thing this turn of mind.
II. Whether with Reafon, or with Inftin& bleft,
Know, all enjoy that pow’r which fuits them beft ; 80
T'o blifs alike by that diretion tend,

And find the means proportion’d to their end.
NorTEs. ’

Ver. 68. Than fawaar‘d ﬂ'fﬂ#, & r_] Several of the an-
cients, and many of the Orientals fince, eftecmed thofe

who were ftruck by lightning as facred perfons, and the
particular favourites of Heaven,
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Say, where full Inftinctis th’ unerring guide,
What Pope or Council can they need befide ?
Reafon, however able, cool at bett, 85
Cares not for fervice, or but ferves when preft,
Stays ’till we call, and then not often near ;

But honeft Inftinét comes a volunteer,

Sure never to o’er fhoot, but juft to hit;

While ftill too wide or fhort is human Wit ; Qo

Sure by quick Nature happinefs to gain,
Which heavier Reafon labours at in vain.
This too ferves always, Reafon never long ;
One mutft go right, the other may go wrong.
See then the alting and comparing pow’rs 95
One in their nature, which are two in ours;
And Reafon raife o’er Inftinct as you can,
In this ’tis God direéts, in that ’tis Man.
Who taught the nations of the field and wood
To fhun their poifon, and to chufe their food? 100
Prefcient, the tides or tempefts to withftand,
Build on the wave, or arch beneath the fand?

VARIATIONS.

After ver. 84. in the MS.

While Man, with op’ning views of various ways
Confounded, by the aid of knowledge ftrays:
Too weak to chufe, yet chufing ftill in hafte,

One moment gives the pleafure and diftafte.
4
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Who made the fpider parallels defign,
Sure as De-moivre, without rule or line ?
Who bid the ftork, Columbus like, explore 105
Heav’ns not his own, and worlds unknown before ?
Who calls the council, ftates the certain day,
Who forms the phalanx, and who points the way !

HI. God, in the nature of each being, founds
Its proper blifs, and fets its proper bounds : 11Q
But as he fram’d a Whole, the Whole to blefs,
On mutual Wants built mutual Happinefs :
So from the firft, eternal ORDER ran,
And creature link’d to creature, man to man,
Whate’er of life all-quick’ning zther keeps, 113
Or breathes thro’ air, or fhoots beneath the deeps,
Or pours profufe on earth, one nature feeds
The vital lame, and fwells the genial feeds.
Not man alone, but all that roam the wood,
Or wing the fky, or roll along the fload, 120
Each loves itfelf, but not itfelf alone, ,
Each fex defires alike, ’till two are one.
Nor ends the pleafure with the fierce embrace ;
T'hey love themf{elves, a third time, in their race.
Thus beaft and bird their common charge attend, 12§
The mothers nurfe ity and the fires defend ;
The young difmifs’d to wander earth or air,
There ftops the Inftin&, and there ends the care ;

F .
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The link diflolves, each feeks a frefh embrace,
Another love fucceeds, another race. 130
A longer care Man’s helplefs kind demands ;

That longer care contracts more lafting bands :
Refleétion, Reafon, ftill the ties improve,

Atonce extend the int’reft, and the love;

With choice we fix, with fympathy we burn; 135
Each Virtue in each Paffion takes its turn:

And ftill new needs, new helps, new habits rife,
That graft benevolence on charities.

Still as one brood, and as another rofe,

Thefe nat’ral love maintain’d, habitual thofe: 140
The laft, fcarce ripen’d into perfet Man,

Saw helplefs him from whom their life began:
Mem’ry and fore-caft juft returns engage,

"That pointed back to youth, this on to age,

While pleafure, gratitude, and hope, combin’d, 145
Still fpread theint’reft, and preferv’d the kind.

IV. Nor think, in NATURE’s STATE they blindly
The ftate of Nature was the reign of God: [trod;
Self-love and Social at her birth began,

Union the bond of all things, and of Man. 150.
Pride then was not ; nor Arts, that Pride to aid ;
Man walk’d with beaft, joint tenant of the fhade ;

NorTEs.
Ver. 152. Man aalk'd with beafl, joint tenant of the

Jbade ; ] The poet ftill takes his imagery from Platonic
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The fame his table, and the fame his bed ;

No murder cloath’d him, and no murder fed.
In the fame temple, the refounding wood, 155
All vocal beings hymn’d their equal God:

NorTEs.

ideas, for the reafon given above. Plato had faid from
old tradition, that, during the Golden age, and under the
reign of Saturn, the primitive language then in ufe was
common to man and beafts. Moral Inftruéors took ad-
vantage of the popular fenfe of this tradition, to convey
their precepts under thofe fables, which give fpeech to
the whole brute-creation. The naturalifts underftood the
tradition to fignify, that, in the firft ages, Men ufed in-
articulate founds like beafts to exprefs their wants and
fenfations ; and that it was by flow degrees they came to
the ufe of {fpeech: This opinion was afterwards held by
Lucretius, Diodorus Sic. and Gregory of Nyfl.

VeRr. 156. 4llvocal beings, c.| This may be well ex-
plained by a fublime paflage of the Pfalmift, who, calling

to mind the age of Innocence, and full of the great ideas
of thofe

—— Chains of Love,
Combining all below, and all above,
Which to one point and to one centre bring
Beaft, Man, or Angel, Servant, Lord, or King;

breaks out into this rapturous and divine apoftrophe, to
call back the devious creation to its priftine rectitude (that
very ftate our author defcribes above)  Praife the Lord,
¢ all angels ; praife him, all ye hofts. Praife ye him,
‘“ funand moon ; praife him, all ye ftars of light. Let
¢¢ them praife the name of the Lord, for he commanded,
 and they were created. Praife the Lord, from the
¢ earth, ye dragons, and all deeps ; fire and hail, {fnow
‘‘ and vapour, ftormy winl;:'l fulfilling his word : Moun-
2
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The fhrine with gore unftain’d, with gold undreft,

Unbrib’d, unbloody, ftood the blamelefs prieft :
Heav’'n’s attribute was Univerfal Care,

And man’s prerogative to rule, but fpare. 160

NorTtEs.

tains and all hills, fruitful trees and all cedars: Beafis
and all cattle, creeping things and flying fowl : Kings of
the earth, and all people; princes, and all judges of
‘“ the earth. Let them praife the name of the Lord;
‘¢ for his name alone is excellent, his glory is above the
‘‘ earth and heaven.” P/a/m cxlviii.

VERr. 158, Unbrib'd, unbloody, €5c.] i. e. The ftate de-
{cribed, from ver. 261 to 269, was not yet arrived. For
then when fuperftition was become fo extreme as to bribe
the Gods with human facrifices (fee ver. 267) Tyranny

became neceflitated to woo the prieft for a favourable
anfwer :

And play’d the God an engine on his foe.

Ver. 159. Heav'n's attribute, £9°c.] The poet {fuppofes
the truth of the Scripture account, that Man was created
Lord of this inferior world (Ep. i. ver. 230.)

Subjeted thefe to thofe, and all to thee.

What hath mifled {fome to imagine him here fallen into a
contradiction, was, I fuppofe, fuch paflages as thefe,

Afk for what end the heav’nly bodies fhine, &c.
And again,

Has God, thou fool ! work’d folely for thy good, &c.
But, in truth, this is {o far from contraditing what is here
{aid of Man's prerogative, that it greatly confirms it,
and the Scripture account concerning it. And becaufe
this matter has been miftaken, to the difcredit of the poet’s
religious fentiments, by readers, whom the conduét of cer-
tain licentious writers, treating this fubject in an abufive
way, hath rendered jealous and miftruftful, I fhall endea-
vour to explain it, Scripture fays, that Man was made

(s
c



Ah! how unlike the man of times to come !

Of half that live the butcher and the tomb ;

Who, foe to Nature, hears the gen’ral groan,
Murders their {pecies, and betrays his own.

But juft difeafe to luxury fucceeds, 165
And ev’ry death its own avenger breeds;

The Fury-paffions from that blood began,
And turn’d on Man a fiercer favage Man.
See him from Nature rifing {low to Art !
To copy Inftin&t then was Reafon’s part ; 170
Thus then to Man the voice of Nature fpake—
¢¢ Go,.from the Creatures thy inftru&ions take :

NoTEs.

Lord of All. But this Lord become intoxicated with
Pride, the common effet of fovereignty, erefted himfelf,
, like more partial monarchs, into a tyrant. And as Ty-
ranny confifts in {fuppofing 2/ made for the ufe of one ; he
took thofe freedoms with &/, that are confequent on fuch
a principle. He foon began to confider the whole animal
creation as his {laves rather than his fubjeéts ; as being
created for no ufe of their own, but for this only; and
therefore treated them with the utmoft barbarity : And
not fo content, to add infult to his cruelty, he endeavoured
to philofophize himfelf into an opinion that animals were
mere machines, infenfible of pain or pleafure. 'Thus
Man affeted to be the Wit as well as Tyrant of the Whole :
and it became one who adhered to the Scripture account
of Man's dominion, to reprove this abufe of it, and to
fhew, that

Heav’'n’s attribute was Univerfal Care,
And Man’s prerogative to rule, but {pare.

Ver. 171, Thus then to man, &¢.] The poet reprefents
. Fi3
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¢¢ Learn from the birds what food the thickets yield ;
¢ Learn from the beafts the phyfic of the field;

¢ ‘T'hy arts of building from the bee receive; 173

¢¢ Learn of the mole to plow, the worm to weave ;
‘¢ Learn of the little Nautilus to fail,

¢¢ Spread the thin oar, and catch the driving gale,

NoTEs:s.

the invention of Arts as only leflons learnt of brute ani-
mals, guided by inftin&, in order to humble human arro-
gance, and raife our idea of infinite wifldom. This he

does in a profopopeia the moft fublime that ever entered
into the human imagination :

Thus thzn to Man the voice of Nature {pake :

““ Go, from the creatures thy inftrutions take, &c.
““ And for thofe Arts mere Inftin& could afford,
““ Be crown'd as Monarchs, or as Gods ador’'d.”

VER. 173. Learn from the birds, €Fc.] It is a caution
commonly pratifed amongft Navigators, when thrown
* upon a defert coaft, and in want of refrethments, to ob-

ferve what fruits have been touched by the Birds: and to
venture on thefe without further hefitation.

VER. 174. Learn from the beafls, c.] See Pliny’s Nat.
Hiff. 1. viii. c. 27. where feveral inftances are given of
Animals difcovering the medicinal efficacy of herbs, by
their own ufe of them ; and pointing out to {ome opera-
tions in the art of healing, by their own praice.

VER. 177. Learnof thelittle Nautilus] Oppian. Halieut.
1ib. 1. defcribes this fith in the following manner : ¢ They
¢« {wim on the {urface of the {fca, on the back of their
¢ fhells, which exatly refemble the hulk of a fhip ; they
¢ raife two feet like mafts, and extend a membrane be-
“ tween, which ferves as a {ail ; the other two feet they

employ as oars at the fide. They are ufually {feen in
¢ the Mediterranean.” P,

2

€c
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¢¢ Here too all forms of focial union find,
¢¢ And hencelet Reafon, late, inftru¢t Mankind : 180
¢¢ Here fubterranean works and cities fee ;
<¢ There towns aerial on the waving tree.
¢¢ Iearn each fmall People’s genius, policies,
¢¢ The Ant’s republic, and the realm of Bees ;
¢ How thofe in common all their wealth beftow, 185
¢« And Anarchy without confufion know ;
¢ And thele for ever, tho’ a Monarch reign,
¢ Their fep’rate cells and properties' maintain.
<« Mark what unvary’d laws preferve each ftate,
<¢ T,aws wife as nature, and as fix’d as Fate. 190
<¢ In vain thy"Reafon finer webs fhall draw,
<«¢ Entangle Juftice in ber net of Law,
¢¢ And right, toorigid, harden into wrong ; =
¢¢ Still for the ftrong too weak, the weak too ftrong,
¢¢ Yet go ! and thus o’er all the creatures {way, 195
<« Thus let the wifer make the reft obey;
¢<¢ And for thofe Arts mere Inftinét could afford,
¢ Be crown’d as Monarchs, or as Gods ador’d.”

V. Great Nature fpoke ; obfervant Men obey’d ;
Cities were built, Societies were made:

VariaTIiONS.
VEr. 137. in the firft Editions,

Who for thofe Arts they learn’d of Brutes bef'orc, .

As King fhall crown them, or as God’s adore,
F 4
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Here rofe one little ftate ; another near

Grew by like means, and join’d, thro’ love or fear.
Did here the trees with ruddier burdens bend,

And there the ftreams in purer rills defcend ?
WhatWar could ravith,Commerce could beftow,2cs
And he return’d a friend, who came a foe.

Converfe and Love mankind might ftrongly draw,

When Love was Liberty, and Nature Law.

VarRiATIONS.

V er. 201. Here rofe one little flate, €5c.] In the MS. thus

The Neighbours leagu’d to guard theircommon fpot 3
And Love was Nature’s dictate, Murder, not.

For want alorne each animal contends;

Tigers with Tigers, that remov’d, are friends.
Plain Nature's wants the common mother crown’d,
She pour'd her acorns, herbs, and ftreams around.
No Treafure then for rapine to invade,

What need to fight for fun-fhine or for fhade ?

And half the caufe of conteft was remov’d,

When beauty could be kind to all who lov’d.

NoTEsS.

VER. 199. obferwant Man obey’d; ] The epithetis beau-
tiful, as fignifying both obedience to the voice of Nature,
and attention to the leflons of the animal creation.

VER. 208. When Love was Liberty,)i. e. When men had
no need to guard their native liberty from their governors
by civil paétions ; the love which each matfter ot a family
had for thofe under his care being their beft {ecurity.
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Thus States were form’d ; the name of Kingunknown,
*T'ill common int’reft plac’d the fwayin one, 210

>Twas VIRTUE oNLY (orin arts or arms,

Diffufing bleflings, or averting harms)
The fame which in a Sire the Sons obey’d,
A Prince the Father of a People made.
VI. *Till then, by Nature crown’d, each Patriarch

{ate, 215§
King, prieft, and parent of his growing ftate;

NorTEs.

VER. 209. Thus States avere form’d; ] This is faid in con-
futation of that idle hypothefis which pretends that God
conferred the regal title on the Fathers of families; from
whence men, when they had inftituted Society, were to
fetch their Governors. On the contrary, our author thews,
that a King was unknown, ’till common intereft, which
led men to inftitute civil government, led them at the
fame time to inftitute a governor. However, that it is
true that the fame wifdom or valour, which gained regal
obedience from fons to the fire, procured kings a paternal
authority, and made them confidered as fathers of their
people. Which probably was the original (and, while
miftaken, continues to be the chief fupport) of that
flavith error : antiquity reprefenting its earlieft monarchs
under the 1dea Df 4 common father wm’]ﬁg :z'.'vé‘:r.:}'r. After-
wards indeed they became a kind of fofter-fathers, woip:r
Azwv, as Homer calls one of them: *Till at length they
began todevour that flock they had beenfo long accaftom- |
ed to fhear ; and, as Platarch fays of Cecrops, ex ypneg
Bacinsws ayeror Xas Sg:amav'réé\n yevouevoy TYPANNON.

VEr. 211, Tavas Virtue only, ¢.] Our author hath good
authority for this account of the origin of kingfhip. Ari-
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On him, their fecond Providence, they hung,
Their law his eye, their oracle his tongue.
He from the wond’ring furrow call’d the food,

Taught to command the fire, controul the flood, 220
Draw forth the montfters of th’ aby(s profound,

Or fetch th’ aerial eagle to the ground.

*T'ill drooping, fick’ning, dying they began

Whom they rever’d as (God to mourn as Man :
Then, looking up from fire to {ire, explor’d 225
One great firft father, and that firft ador’d.

Or plain tradition that this All begun,

Convey’d unbroken faith from fire to fon ;

The worker from the work diftinét was known,
And fimple Reafon never fought but one: 230

NorTEs.

fiotle affures us, that it was Virtue only, or in art or
arms : Koiicdlar BogiA:v- ex Twy emieixwy xeb t;?rse;;-x:;r a’-,'eg-
Tie, 7 Weabswy Tor Ewo Ths wiilng, 1 xxb vTzrox MY TolTE Yévae.

VER. 219. He fiom the wond'ring furrow, c.| i..e. He
fubdued the intradtability of all the four elements and made
them fubfervient to the ufe of Man.

VER. 225. Then, looking up, I'c.] The poet here maketh
their more ferious attention to Religion to have arifen, not
from their gratitude amidft abundance, but from their
helpleflnefs in diftrefs ; by fhewing that, during the former
ftate, they refted in fecond caufes, the immediate authors
of their bleflings, abom they rever’d as God ; but that, in
the other, they reafoned up to the Fir/?:

Then looking up from fire to fire, &c.
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Ere Wit oblique had broke that fteddy light,

Man, like his Maker, faw that all was right ;

To Virtue, in the paths of Pleafure trod,

And own’d a Father when he own’d a God.

Love all the faith, and all th’ allegiance then; 235
For Nature knew no right divine in Men,

No ill could fear in God ; and underftood

A fov’reign being but a fov’reign good.

‘T'rue faith, true policy united ran,

That was but love of God, and this of Man. 240

Who firft taught fouls enflav’d, and realmsundone,
Th’ enormous faith of many made for one ;

NoTESs.

This, I am afraid, is but too true a reprefentation of hu-
man nature.

VEr. 231. Ere Wit oblique, &5c.] A beautiful allufion
to the effects of the prifmatic glafs on the rays of light.

VER. 241. Who firft taught fouls enflav’d, c.] The poet
informs us, agreeably to his exa&t knowledge of Anti-
quity, that it was the Politician and not the Prieft (as our
illiterate tribe of Free-thinkers would make us believe)
who firft corrupted Religion. Secondly, That the Super-
ftition he brought in was not invented by him, as an en-
gine to play upon others (as the dreaming Atheift feigns,
who would thus miferably account for the origin of Reli-
gion) but was a trap he firft fell into him{elf.

VERr. 242. Th enormous faith, Fc.] In this Ariftotle
placeth the difference between a King and a Tyrant, that
the firft {fuppofeth himf{elf made for the People ; the other
that the People are made for him: BsAclas & 6 BAZIAEYE
svar Quaaf, omwe o wir xexTnpivos T 8 oias wnbiy &dixow
wa7Xwawy o Ot dApu® un vepidnlas unbive n d: TYPANNIZ wreos
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T hat proud exception to all Nature’s laws,
T’ invert the world, and counter-work its Caufe?
Force firft made Conqueft, and that conqueft, Law ;

>T'ill fuperftition taught the tyrant awe, 2.46
Then fhar’d the Tyranny, then lent it aid,
And Gods of Conqu’rors, Slaves of Subjeéts made :

She ’midft the light’nings blaze, and thunder’s found,
When rock’d the mountains, and when groan’d the

ground, 250
She taught the weak to bend, the proud to pray,

To Pow’r unfeen, and mightier far than they :
She, from the rending earth and burfting fkies,
Saw Gods defcend, and fiends infernal rife :

NorT Es.

woty amolAémes xowvov, € p-;a 775 1dvag wPsAelag xeew. Pol. lib,
v. cap. 10.

VER. 245. Force firfl made Conqueft, &c.] All this is a-
greeable to fact, and fheweth our author’s exat know-
ledge of human nature. For that Zmpotency of mind (as
the Latin writers call it) which giveth birth to the enor-

mous crimes neceflary to fupport a Tyranny, naturally
fubjefteth its owner to all the vain, as well as real, ter-

rors of Confcience: Hence the whole machinery of Su-
perftition.

It 1s true, the Poet obferves, that afterwards, when the
Tyrant’s fright was over, he had cunning enough, from
the experience of the effect of Superftition upon himf{elf,

“to turn it by the affiftance of the Prieft (who for his re-
ward went fharer with him in the Tyranny) as his beft
defence againft his Subjefts. For a Tyrant naturally and
reafonably deemeth all his Slaves to be his enemies.
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Here fix’d the dreadful, there the bleft abodes; 255
Fear made her Devils, and weak Hope her Gods ;
Gods partial, changeful, paffion:te, unjuft,

Whofe attributes were Rage, Revenge, or Luft ;

Such as the fouls of cowards might conceive,
And, form’d like tyrants, tyrants would believe. 260
Zeal then, not charity, became the guide ;

And hell was built on fpite, and heav’n on pride.
Then facred feem’d th’ etherial vault no more!
Altars grew marble then, and reek’d with gore:
Then firft the Flamen tafted living food ; 265
Next his grim idol f{mear’d with human blood ;
With heav’n’s own thunders fhook the world below,
And play’d the God an engine on his foe.

NorTEs.

VER. 257. Gods partial, changeful, &c.] The ancient
Pagan Gods are here very exaltly defcribed. This fat is
a convincing evidence of the truth of that original, which
the poet giveth to Superftition; for if thefe phantafms
were firft raifed in the imagination of Tyrants, they mult
needs have the qualities here afligned to them. For Force
being the Tyrant’s Virtue, and Luxury his Happinefs, the
attributes of his God would of courfe be Revenge and
Luft; 1n a word, the anti-type of himfelf. But there was
another, and more fubftantial caufe, of the refemblance
tetween a Tyrant and a Pagan god; and that was the
making Gods of Conguerors, as the poet fays, and {o canon-
wzing a tyrant’s vices with his perfon.

VEeRr. 262.—and heav’'n on pride.] This might be very
well {aid of thofe times, when no one was content to g0

to émezven without being received there on thg footing of
a God.



8 ESSAY ON MAN. Ep.IIL

So drives Self-love, thro’ juft and thro’ unjuft,
To one Man’s pow’r, ambition, lucre, luft: 270
The fame Self-love, in all, becomes the caufe
Of what reftrains him, Government and Laws,

For, what one likes if others like as well,

What ferves one will, when many wills rebel ?.
How fhall he keep, what, fleeping or awake, 2735
A weaker may furprife, a ftronger take ?

His fafety muft his liberty reftrain :

All join to guard what each defires to gain.

Forc’d into virtue thus by Self-defence,
Ev’n King’s learnt juftice and benevolence:, 280
Self-love forfook the path it firft purfu’d,
And found the private in the public good.

“I'was then, the ftudious head or gen’rous mind,
Follow’r of GGod or friend of human kind,
Poet or Patriot, rofe but to reftore 285
The Faith and Moral, Nature gave before ;
Relum’d her ancient light, not kindled new ;
If not God’s image, yet his fhadow drew :

NorTeEs.

VEeRr. 283. Tavas then, (5c.] The poet feemeth here to
mean the polite and flourifhing age of Greece ; and thofe
benefadtors to Mankind, which he had principally in view,
were SocrATEs and ArIstoTLE ; who, of all the pagan

world, fpoke beft of God, and wrote beft of Govern-
ment.
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Taught Pow’r’s due ufe to People and to Kings
Taught nor to flack, nor ftrain its tender ftrings, 290
The lefs, or greater, fet fo juftly true,

That touching one muft {trike the other too;

>T'ill jarring int’refls, of themfelves create

Th’ according mufic of a well-mix’d State,

Such is the World’s great harmony, that {prings 293
From Order, Union, full Confent of things :

NorTEs:s.

VER. 295. Suchis the world’s great barmomy, &Fc.] An
harmony very difterent from the pre-effablifbed barmony of
the celebrated Leibnitz, which fixeth us in a Fatality de-
ftructive of all Religion and Morality. Yet hath the poet
been accufed of efpoufing that impious whimfy. The pre-
effablifbed barmony was built upon, and is an outrageous
extenfion of, a conception of Plato ; who, combating the
atheiftical objections about the origin of Ewi/, employs this
argument in the defence of Providence ; ¢ That amongft
¢ an infinite number of poffible worlds in God’s idea,
¢ this, which he hath created and brought into being, and
¢ which admits of a mixture of Evil, isthe beft. Butif
‘“ the beft, then Evil confequently is partial, compara-
‘¢ tively fmall, and tendeth to the greater perfection of the
‘ whole.” This Principle is efpoufed and {upported by
Mr. Pope with all the power of reafon and poetry. But
neither was Plato a Fatalift, nor is there any fatalifm in the
argument. As to the truth of the notion that is another
queftion ; and how far it cleareth up the very difficult
controver{y about the origin of Evil, is ftill another. That
itis a full folution of all difficulties, I cannot think, for
reafons too long to be given in this place. Perhaps we
{hall never have a full {folution in this world : and it may
be no great matter though we have not, as we are demon-
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Where fmall and great,where weak and mighty,made
To ferve, not fuffer, ftrengthen, not invade ;

More pow’rful each as needful to the reft,

And, in proportion as it blefles, bleft ; 300
Draw to one point, and to one centre bring

Beaft, Man, or Angel, Servant, Lord, or King.

For Forms of Government let fools conteft ;

Whate’er is beft adminiﬁer’dﬁis beft ;

NoTEs:s.

firably certain of the moral attributes of the Deity. How-
ever, Mr. Pope may be juftified in receiving and inforcing
this Platonic notion, asit hath been adopted by the moit
celebrated and orthodox divines both of the ancient and
snodern church.

VERr. 303. For Forms of Government, let fools contefl ;]
The feafonablenefs of this reproof will appear evident
enough to' thofe who know, that mad difputes about Li-
berty and Prerogative had once well nigh overturned our
Conflitution ; and that others about Myftery and Church
Authority had almoft deftroyed the very {pirit of our Re-
ligion.

gVER. 303. For Forms of Gowernment, {Jc.] Thefe fine
lines have been ﬁran‘gely mifunderftood : the author,
againft his own exprefs words, againft the plain fenfe of
his {yftem, has been conceived to mean, That all Govern-
ments and all Religions were, as to their forms and ob-
jeéts, indifierent. But asthis wrong judgment proceeded
from ignorance of the reafon of the reproof, as explained
above, that explanation is alone {ufficient to rettify the
miftake. Butthe Reader will not be difpleafed to fee the
Poet’s own apology, as I find it written in the year 1740,
in his own hand, in the margin of a book, where he found
thefe two celebrated lines mifapplied: ¢ The author of

4
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For modes of Faith let gracelefs zealots fight; 305
His can’t be wrong whofe life is in the right :

NoTeEs.

““ thefe lines was far from meaning that no one form of
*“ Government is, initfelf, better than another (as, that
‘“ mixed or limited Monarchy, for example, is not pre-
““ ferable to abfolute) but that no form of Government,
““ however excellent or preferable, in itfelf, can be fuffi-
cient to make a People happy, unlefs it be adminiftered
¢ with integrity. On the contrary, the beft fort of Go-
‘“ vernment, when the for2 of itis preferved, and the a4-
““ minifiration corrupt, is moft dangerous.”
- VER. 305. For Modes of Faith,{c.] To fuppofe the Poet
to mean, that a// Religions are indifferent, is an equally
wrong as well as uncharitable fufpicion. Mr. Pope, tho®
his fuije& in this Effay on Man confineth him to Natural
religion (his purpofe being to vindicate God’s natural dif-
penfations to Mankind againft the Atheift) yet giveth fre-
quent intimations of a more fublime difpenfation, and
even of the neceffity of it; particularly in his fecond epif-
tle (ver.149, &c.) where he confefleth the weaknefs and
infufficiency of human Reafon.

And in his fourth epiftle, where, {peaking of the good
Man, the favourite of Heaven, he faith,

£6€

For him alone Hope leads from goal to goal,
And opens ftill, and opens on his foul ;

*Till, lengthen'd on to Faith, and unconfin’d,
It pours the blifs that fills up all the Mind.

But Natural Religion never lengthened Hope on to Faith ;
nor did any Religion, but the Chriftian, ever conceive that
Faith could fill the Mind with Happinefs. |

Laltly, In this very epiftle, and in this very place, fpeak-
ing of the great Reftorers of the ée!:‘g:‘m of Nature, he in-
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In Faith and Hope the world will difagree,
But all Mankind’s concern is Charity :

NoTEs:s.

timates that they could only draw God’s /fadsw, not his
mmage :

Relum'd her ancient light, not kindled new,
If not God’simage, yet his fhadow drew :

as reverencing that truth, which telleth us, thisdifcovery
was referved for the glorious Gofpel of Chrift, awbo is the
image of God, 2 Cor. 1v. 4.

VER. 305. For Modes of Faith let gracelefs zealous fight ;]
Thefe latter Ages have feen fo many fcandalous conten-
tions for Modes of Faith, to the violation of Chriftian Cha-
rity, and difthonour of {acred Scripture, that it is not at all
frange they fhould become the objelt of fo benevolent
and wife an Author’s refentment.

But that which he here feemed to have more particular-
ly in his eye, was the long and mifchievous fquabble be-
tween W—np and Jacksown, on a point confefledly above
Reafon, and amongft thofe adorable myfteries, which it
fs the honour of our Religion to find unfathomable. In
this, by the weight of anfwers and replies, redoubled upon
one anotherwithout mercy, they madefo profound a pro-
grefs, that the Oze proved, nothing hindered in Nature,
but that the Son might hawe been the Father ; and the Other,
that nothing hindered in Grace, but that tbe Son may be a
mere Creature. But if, inftead of throwing fo many Greek
Fathers at one another’s heads, they had but chanced to
reflect on the fenfe of one Greek word, AIIEIP1A, that it
fignifies both iNFINITY and 1GNORANCE, this fingle egu:-
vocation might have faved them ten thoufand, which they
expended in carrying onthe controverfy. Howeverthofe
Mifls that magnified the Scene, enlarged the Charalter of the



Ep.Il. ESSAY ON MAN.

All muft be falfe that thwart this One great End ;
And all of God, that blefs Mankind or mend. 310

NorTEs.

Combatants : and no body expe&ing common {enfe on a
fubje&t where we have no ideas, the defefts of dulnefs
difappeared, and its advantages (for, advantages it has)
were all provided for.

The worft is, {fuch kind of Writers feldom know when .
to have done. For writing themfelves up into the {ame
delufion with their Readers, they are apt to venture out
into the more open paths of Literature, where their re-
putation, made out of that ftuff, which Lucian calls
Tx T3 oAdypoos, prefently falls from them, and their naked-
nefs appears. And|thus it fared with our two Worthies.
The World, which'muft have always {omething to amufe
it, was now in good time grown weary of its play-things,
and catched at a new objeét that promifed them more
agreeable entertainment. Tindal, a kind of Baftard-So-
crates, had brought our {fpeculations from Heavernto Earth:
and, under the pretence of advancing the Antiquity of
Chriftianity, laboured to undermine its original. Thiswas
a controverfy that required another management. Clear
{fenfe, fevere reafoning, a thorough knowledge of pra-
phane and facred Antiquity, and anintimate acquaintance
with human Nature, were the qualities proper for {uch as
engaged in this Subjeét. A very unpromifing adventure
for thefe metaphyficalnurflings, bred up under the fhade
of chimeras. Yetthey would needs venture out. What
they got by it was only to be once well laughed at, and
then torgotten. But one odd circumftance deferves to be
remembered ; tho’ they wrote not, we may be {ure, in
concert, yet each attackedhis Adverfary at the fame time,
faftened upon him in the fame place, and mumbled him
with juft the fame toothlefs rage. But the ill fuccefs of

G2
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Man, like the gen’rous vine, fupported lives;

The ftrength he gains is from th’ embrace he gives.
On their own Axis as the Planets run,
Yet make at once their circle round the Sun;

So two confiftent motions a& the Soul ; 315
And one regards Itfelf, and one the Whole,

NorTEs.

this efcape foon brought them to themfelves. The One
made a fl:'uitlefs effort to revive the old game, in a dif-
courfe on The importance of the doltrine of the Trinity ; and
the Other has been ever fince, till very lately, rambling
in SPACE.

_This fhort hiftory, as infignificant as the fubjets of it
are, may not be altogether unufeful to pofterity. Divines
may learn by thefe examples to avoid the mifchiefs done
to Religion and Literature thro’ the affetation of being
wife above what is written, and knowing beyond what
can be underftood.

VER. 307. In faith and hope, &5c.) And now abideth
Saith, bope, and charity, thefe three; but the greateft of thefe
is charity. 1 Cor. xiil. 13.

VER. 311. Man, like the gen'rous wine, £&c.] Having
thus largely confidered Man in his focial capacity, the
poet, in order to fix 2 momentous truth in the mind of his
reader, concludes the Epiftle in recapitulating the #awo
Principles which concur to the fupport of this part of his
charaéter, namely, SELF-LOVE and Soc1aL; and fhewing
that they are only two different motions of the appetite to
Good ; by which the Author of Nature hath enabled Man
to find his own happinefs in the happinefs of the Whole.
This he illuftrates with a thought as fublime as that ge-
neral harmouy he defcribes: For he hath the art of con-
verting poetical ornaments into philofophic reafoning :
and of improving a fimile into an analogical argument :
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Thus God and nature link’d the gen’ral frame,
And bade Self-love and Social be the fame.

NotTeEs,

On their own Axis as the Planets run,
Yet make at once their circle round the Sun:
So two confiftent motions aét the Soul;
. And one regards Itfelf, and one the Whole.
Thus God and Nature link’d the gen’ral frame,
And bade Self-love, and Social be the fame,
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BEEP IS T LE IV

H Haprivess! our being’s end and aim !

Good, Pleafure, Eafe, Content! whate’er thy
name:

That fomething ftill which prompts th’ eternal figh,
For which we bear to live, or dare to die,

VARIATION S.

VER. 1. Ob Happinefs ! &¢.] in the MS. thus,
Oh Happinefs! to which weall afpire,
Wing'd with ftrong hope, and borne by full defire ;
That eafe, for which in want, in wealth we figh ;
That eafe, for which we labour and we die.

NoTEks.

Er. TV. The two foregoing epiftles having confidered
Man with regard to the Means (thatis, in all his relations,
whether as an Invidual, or a Member of {ociety) this laft
~omes to confider him with regard to the E»d, that is,
happinefs.

It opens with an Invocation to Happinefs, in the man-
ner of the ancient poets, who, when deftitute of a patron
God, applied to the Mufe, and, if fhewas engaged, took
up with any fimple Virtue next at hand, to in{pire and
profper their undertakings. This was the ancient Invo-
cation, which few modern poets have had theart to imitate
with any degree either of {pirit or decorum: but our au-
thor hath contrived to make it {fubfervient to the method
and reafoning of his philofophic compofition. I will en-
deavour to explain fo uncommon a beauty.
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“Which till fo near us, yet beyond us lies 5
O’crlook’d, feen double, by the fool, and wife.

NorTEs.

It is to be obferved that the Pagan deities had each their
feveral mames and places of abode, with {fome of which they
were fuppofed tobe more delighted than others, and con-
fequently to be then moft propitious when invoked by the
favourite name and place: Hence we find, the Hymns of
Homer, Orpheus, and Callimachus to be chiefly employed
inreckoning up the feveral names and places of abode by
which the pat:on God was diftinguifhed. Our poet hath
made thefe two circumftances ferve to introduce his {ub-
je@. His purpofe is to write of Happinefs ; method
therefore requires that he firft define what men mean by
Happinefs, and this he does in the ornament of a poetic
Invocation ; in which the feveral names, that bappine/s
goes by, are enumerated.

Oh Happinefs ! our being's end and aim,
Good, Pleafure, Eafe, Content ! whate’er thy Name.

. After the Definition, that which follows next, is the
propofition, which is, that human Happine(s conffis not in
external Advantages, but in Virtue. For the {ubjet of this
epiftle is the detecting the fa//e notions of Happinefs, and
fettling and explaining the #r#¢ ; and this the poetlays
down in the next fixteen lines. Nowthe enumeration o
the feveral fituations in which Happinefs is {uppofed to
refide, is a fummary of fa//fe Happinefs, placed in Ex-
ternals ;

Plant of celeftial feed ! if dropt below,

Say, in what mortal {oil thou deign’ft to grow ?
Fair op'ning to fome Court’s propitious f{hine,

Or deep with Di’'monds in the flaming mine,
Twin’d with the wreaths Parnaffian laurels yield,
Or reap'd in iron harveflts of the fields?

G4

L1
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Plant of celeftial feed ; if dropt below,

Say, in what mortal foil thou deign’ft to grow ?

Fair op’ning to fome Court’s propitious fhine,

Or deep with di’monds in the flaming mine? 10
Twin’d with the wreaths Parnaffian laurels yield,

Or reap’d in iron harvefts of the field ?
Where grows ?—where grows it not ? If vain our toils

We ought to blame the culture, not the foil :

Fix’d to no fpot is happinefs fincere, 15

>T'is no where to be found, or ev’ry where:

"T'is never to be bought, but always free,

And fled from monarchs, St.JouN! dwells with thee.
Afk of the Learn’d the way ? TheLearn’dareblind;

‘T'his bids to ferve, and that to fhun Mankind; 20

NoTEsS.

The fix remaining lines deliver the #ue notion of Happi-
nefs to be in Virtue. Which is fum’d up in thefe two:

Fix’d to no fpot is Happinefs fincere,
"T'is no where to be found, or ev'ry where.

The Poet having thus defined his terms, and laid down

his propofition, proceeds to the fupport of his Thefis ;

tI:Ehe Elarious arguments of which make up the body of the
iftle. -'-

PVER . 6. O’erlook’d, feen double,] O’erlook’d by thofe who
place Happinefs in any thing exclufive of Virtue ; /e
double by thofe who admit any thing elfe to have a fhare
with Virtue in procuring Happinefs ; thefe being the two
§eqeral miftakes that this epiftle is employed in con-

uting.
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Some place the blifs in altion, fome in eafe,

Thofe call it Pleafure, and Contentment thefe;
Some funk to Beafts, find pleafure end in pain ;
Some {well’d to Gods, confefs ev’n Virtue vain 3

Or indolent, to each extreme they fall, . 28
To truft in ev’ry thing, or doubt of all."

~ Who thus define it, fay they more or lefs
Than this, that Happinefs is Happinefs ?

NoTEs.

VER. 21, 23. Some place the blifs in altion,—Some funk to
beafls, {Fc.] 1. Thofe who place Happinefs, or the fummum
bonum, in Pleafure 10,4, {uch as the Cyrenaic fe&t, called
on that account the Hedonic. 2. Thofe who place it in
a certain tranquillity or calmnefs of Mind, which they call
EvBupia, fuch asthe Democraticfect. 3. The Epicurean.,
4. The Stoic. 5. The Protagorean, which held that
Man was walwy XeNueTwy yé"rgm-', the mmﬁ:re qf all tbfng: -
for that all things which appear to him are, and thofe
things which appear not to any Man are no¢ ; {o that every
imagination or opinion of every Man was true. 6. The
Sceptic: Whofe abfolute Doubt is with great judgment
{aid to be the effeét of Indolence, as well as the abfolute
Truft of the Protagorean : For the fame dread of labour
attending the {earch of truth, which makes the Protago-
rean prefume it to be always at hand, makes the Sceptic
conclude it is never to be f{}und. The only difference is,
that the lazinefs of the one is defponding, and the lazinefs
of the other fanguine; yet both can give it a good name,
and call it Happinefs.

VER. 23. Some funk to Beafls, {3'c.] Thefe four lines add-
ed in the laft Edition, as neceflary to complete the fum-

mary of the falfe purfuits after happine{s amongf the Greek
» philofophers, |
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Take Nature’s path, and mad Opinion’s leave ;
All ftates can reach it, and all heads conceive; 30
Obvious her goods, in no extreme they dwell ;
‘There needs but thinking right, and meaning well ;
And mourn our various portions as we pleafe,
Equal is Common Senfe, and Common Eafe.

Remember, Man, ¢¢ the Univerfal Caufe 35
¢¢ Als not by partial, but by gen’ral laws;”’

And makes what Happinels we juitly call

Subfift not in the good of one, but all,

There’s not a blefling Individuals find,

But fome way leans and hearkens to the kind, 40
No Bandit fierce, no Tyrant mad with pride,

No cavern’d Hermit, refts felf-fatisfy’d :

Who moft to fhun or hate Mankind pretend,

Seek an admirer, or would fix a friend:

Abftralt what others feel, what others think, 45
All pleafures ficken, and all glories {:nk:

Each has his fhare ; and who would more obtain,
Shall find, the pleafure pays not half the pain.

ORrpER is Heav’'ns firft law ; and this confeft,
Some are, and muft be, greater than the reft, 50

NaoarTESs.

VEr. 49. Order is Heav'ns firft law ;] i.e. The firft
law made by God relates to Order; which is a beautiful
allufion to the Scripture hiftory of the Creation, when

God firlt appeafed the diforders of Chaos, and feparated
the light from the darknefs,
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More rich, more wife ; but who infers from hence
‘T'hat {ueh are happier, thocks all common fenfe .
Heav’n to Mankind impartial we confefs,

If all are equal in their Happinefs :

But mutual wants this Happinefs increafe ; 55
All Nature's diff’rence keeps all Nature’s peace.
Condition, circumftance is not the thing ;

Blifs is the fame in fubject or in king,

In who obtain defence, or who defend,

In him who is, or him who finds a friend : 6o
Heav’n breathes thro’ ev’ry member of the whole

One common blefling, as one common foul,

But Fortune’s gifts if each alike pofleft,

And each were equal, maft not all conteft?

If then to all Men Happinefs was meant, 65
God in Externals could not place Content.

VARIATIONS,

After ¥ g2 in the MS.
Say not, ¢ Heaven's hereprofufe, there poorly faves,

¢« And for one Monarch makes a thoufand {laves.”
You'll find, when Caufes and their Ends are known,

"T'was for the thoufand Heav’n has made that one.
After  66. in the MS.

"Tis peace of mind alone is at a ftay :
The reft mad fortune gives or takes away.
All other blifs by accident’s debarr’d ;
But Virtue's, in the inftant, a reward ;
In hardeft trials operates the beft,

And more is relify’d as the more diftreft.
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Fortune her gifts may varioufly difpofe,
And thefe be happy call’d, unhappy thofe ;.
But Heav’n’s juft balance equal will appear,
While thofe are plac’d in Hope, and thefe in Fear: 70
Not prefent good or ill, the joy or curfe,
But future views of better, or of worfe.

Oh fons of earth ! attempt ye {ftill to rife,
By mountains pil’d on mountains, to the fkies ?

Heav’n ftill with laughter the vain toil furveys, +3

And buries madmen in the heaps they raife.

Know, all the good that individuals find,
Or God and Nature meant to mere Mankind,
Reafon’s whole pleafure, all the joys of Senfe,
Lie in three words, Health, Peace, and Competence.
But Health confifts with Temperance alone; . 81
And Peace, oh Virtue! Peace is all thy own.

NoTES.

VER. 79. Reafon’s awhole pleafure, &¢c,] This is a beau-
tiful periphrafis for Happinefs; for all we feel of good is
by Jenfation and reflelion.

VER. 82. And Peace, &I'c.] Confcious Innocence (fays the
poet) is the only fource of 7uternal Peace ; and Anowwn In-
nocence, of external; therefore, Peace is the fole Iflue of
Virtue ; or, in his own emphatic words, Peace is all thy
onwon; a conclufive obfervation in his argument, which
ftands thus: Is Happinefs rightly placed in Externals?
No; for it confifts in Health, Peace, and Competence.
Health and Competence are the produ¢t of Temperance,

and Peace of perfect Innocence.
!
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-—

The good or bad the gifts of Fortune gain ;
But thefe lefs tafte them, as they worfe obtain.

Say, in purfuit of profit or delight, 83
Who rifk the moft, that take wrong means or right?
Of Vice or Virtue, whether bleft or curft,

Which meets contempt, or which compaﬂion firft 2
Count all th’ advantage profp’rous Vice attains,

"T'is but what Virtue flies from and difdains : 90
And grant the bad what happinefs they wou’d,

One they muft want, which is to pafs for good.
Oh blind to truth, and God’s whole fcheme below,

Who fancy Blifs to Vice, to Virtue Woe !

VARIATIONS.

After ver. gz. in MS.
Let fober Moralifls corre& their fpeech,
No bad man’s happy: he is great, or rich.

NorTESs:s.

VEr. 3. Ob blind to truth, {&5¢c.] Our author having
thus largely confuted the miftake of Happinefs’s confift-
ing in externals, proceeds to expofe the terrible confe-
quences of fuch an opinion on the {fentiments and praétice
of all forts of men, making the Diflolute impious and
atheiftical ; the Religious uncharitable and intolerant ; and
the Good reftlefs and difcontent, For when it is once taken
for granted, that Happinefs confifts in externals, it is im-
mediately feen that ill men are often more happy than
good ; which fets all conditions on objeéting to the ways
of Providence: and fome even on rafhly attempting to
reQify its difpenfations, though by the violation of all
Law, divine and human. -
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Who fees and follows that great fcheme the beft, g3
Beft knows the blefling, and will moft be bleft.

But fools, the Good alone, unhappy call,

For ills or accidents that chance to all.

See FALKLAND dies, the virtuous and the juf’c.’

Sce god-like TURENNE proftrate ontheduft! 100
See SipNEY bleeds amid the martial firife |

Was this their Virtue, or Contempt of Life?

Say, was it Virtue, more tho’ Heav’n ne’er gave,
Lamented DigBy ! funk thee to the grave -

Tell me, if Virtue made the Son expire, 105
Why, full of days and honour, lives the Sire?

Why drew Marfeilles’ good bifhop purer breath,
When Nature fick'n’d, and each gale was death!
Or why fo long (in hife if long can be)

Lent Heav'n a parent to the poor and me ¢ 110

NoTEs:s.

Ver. 100. See god-like Turenne] This epithet has a pe-
culiar juftnefs ; the great man to whom it is applied not
being diftinguifhed, trom other generals, for any of his
fuperior qualities {o much as for his providential care of
thofe whom he led to war ; which was {o uncommon,
that his chief purpofe in taking on himf{elf the command
of armies, feems to have been the prefervation of man-
kind. In this god-/ike car: hewas more diftinguifhably
employed throughout the whole courfe of that famous
campaign in which he loft his life.

Ver.100. Lent Heav'n a parent, (Fc.] This laftinitance
of the poct's illuftration of the ways of Frovidence, the

2
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What makes all phyfical or moral ill!
There deviates Nature, and here wanders Will.
God fends not ill 5 if rightly underftood,
Orr partial 11l is univerfal Good,
Or Change admits, or Nature lets it fall; 115
Short, and but rare, till Man improv’d it all.
We jult as wifely might of Heav’n complain
That righteous Abel was deftroy’d by Cain,
As that the virtuous fon is 1ll at eafe
When his lewd father gave the dire difeale. © 120
Think we, like fome weak Prince, th’ Eternal Caufe,
Prone for his fav’rites to reverfe his laws ;

VARIATIONS.

After ver. 116 1n the MS.
Of ev'ry evil, fince the world began,
'The real fource is not n God, but man.

NorTEs.

reader fees, has a peculiar elegance ; where a tribute of
piety to a parent is paid in a return of thanks to, and
made {ubfervient of, his vindication of the Great Giver
and Father of all things. The Mother of the author, a
perfon of great piety and charity, died the year this poem
was finithed, wviz. 1733.

VER. 121. Think ave, like fome weak Prince, &c.] Agree-
ably hereunto, holy Scripture, in its account of things un-
der the common Providence of Heaven, never reprefents
miracles as wrought for the fake of him who 1s the ob-
jett of them, bat in order to give credit to fome of God’s
¢xtraordinary difpenfations to Mankind.
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Shall burning Ztna, if a fage requires,

Forget to thunder, and recall her fires ?
On air or fea new motions be impreft, 12§
Oh blamelefs Bethel ! to relieve thy breaft ?

When the loofe mountain trembles from on high, -

Shall gravitation ceafe, if you go by ?

Or fome old temple nodding to its fall,

For Chartres’ head referve the hanging wall ! 130
But ftill this world (fo fitted for the knave)

Contents us not. A better fhall we have?

A kingdom of the Juft then let it be:

But firft confider how thofe Juft agree,

The good muft merit God’s peculiar care ; 135

But who, but God, can tell us who they are?

One thinks on Calvin Heav’n’s own fpirit fell ;

Another deems him inftrument of hell ;

If Calvin feel Heav’n’s blefling, or its rod,

This cries there is, and that there is no God. 146

What fhocks one part will edify the reft,

Nor with one fyftem can they all be bleft.

VARIATIONS.
After ver. 142. in {ome Editions,
Give each a Syftem, all muft be at ftrife ;
What dift'rent Syftems for a Man and Wife ?

The joke, tho’ lively, wasill plac’d, and therefore ftruck

out of the text.
NoTEs.

Ver. 123. Shall burning Etna, Jc.] Alluding to the
fate of thofe two great Naturalifts, Empedocles and Pliny,



Er.IV. ESSAY ON MAN. @

The very beft will varioufly incline,
And what rewards your Virtue, punifh mine.
WHATEVER 1Is, Is RIGHT.— | his world, ’tis true,
Was made for Czfar—but for T'itus too : 146
And which more bleft ? who chain’d his country, fay,
Or he whofe Virtue figh’d to lofe a day ?

¢« But fometimes Virtue ftarves, while Vice is fed.”
What then? ¥ the reward of Virtue bread? 1350
That, Vice may merit, ’tis the price of toil';
The knave deferves it, when he tills the foil,
The knave deferves it, when he tempts the main,
Where folly fights for kings, or dives for gain.
The good man may be weak, be indolent; 155
Nor is his claim to plenty, but content.
But grant him riches, your demand is o’er ?
.¢¢ No—ihall the good want Health, the good want
Pow’r 2”7 e B '
Add Health, and Pow’r, and ev’ry earthly thing,
«¢ Why bounded Pow’r? why private f why no kihg? |
Nay, why external for internal giv’n ? + 161
Why is not Man a God, and Earth a Heav’'n?
Who afk and reafon thus, will {carce conceive

God gives enough, while hehas more to give :

NorTEs.

who both perithed by too near an approach to Atna and
Vefuvius, while they were exploring the caufe of their

eruptions. :
H :;**i T
- L 5TAaTR~
FIRIBLIOT!
!
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Immenfe the pow’r, immenfe were the demand; 165
Say, at what part of nature will they ftand ?

What nothing earthly gives, or can deftroy,
The foul’s calm fun-thine, and the heart-felt joy,
Is Virtue’s prize: A better would you fix ¥
Then give Humility a coach and fix ? 178"
Juftice a Cong’ror’s fword, or Truth a gown,
On public Spirit its great cure, a Crown.
Weak, foolifh man! will Heav’n reward us there
With the fame trath mad mortals wifh for here?
The Boy and Man an individual makes, 175
Yet figh’ft thou now for apples and for cakes ?.
Go, like the Indian, in another life
Expect thy dog, thy bottle,. and thy wife :
As well as dream fuch trifles are aflign’d,
As toys and empires, for a god like mind. 180.

VARIATIONS.

After ver. 172. in the MS.
‘Say, what rewards this idle world imparts,.
Or fit for {fearching heads or honeft hearts.

NorTEs.

Ver. 177. Go, like the Indian, &c.] Alluding to the ex-
ample of the Indian, in Epift. i. ¥ gq. and fhewing, that
that example was not given to difcredit any rational hopes
of future happinefs, but only to reprove the folly of fe-
parating them from charity : as when

—-Zeal, not Charity, became the guide,.
And hell was built on fpite, and heav'n on pride.
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Rewards, that either would to Virtue bring

No joy, or be deftrutive of the thing :

How oft by thefe at fixty are undone

The virtues of a faint at twcnty-dﬁé!

T'o whom can Riches give Repute, or Truft, 183
Content, or Pleafure, but the Good and Juft ?

Judges and Senates have been bought for gold,
Efteem and Love were never to be fold.

Oh fool ! ‘to think God hates the worthy mind,
The lover and the love of human kind, 190

Whofe life is healthful, and whofe confcience clear,
Becaufe he wants a thoufand pounds a-year.

Honour and fhame from no Condition rife ;
A& well your part, there all the honour lies.
Fortune in Men has fome fmall dift 'rence made, 1935
Oge flaunts in rags, one flutters in brocade ; |

NorTEs.

Ver. 193. Honour and fhame from no Condition rife ; &c. ]
What power then has Fortune over the Man ? None at all.
For as her favours can confer neither worth nor wifdom ;
{o neither can herdifpleafure cure him of any of his follies.

On his Garb indeed fhe hath {fome ljttle influence ; but
his Heart ftill remains the fame :

Fortune in Men has fome {mall diff 'rence made,
One flaunts in rags, one flutters in brocade.

But this 4iff 'rence extends no further than to the habit ;
the pride of heart is the fame, both in the Aaunter and

Sutterer, as it is the poet’s intention to infinuate by the
ufe of thofe terms.
H 2
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The cobler apron’d, and the parfon gown’d,

Thhe frier hooded, and the monarch crown’d.

¢¢ What differ more (you cry) than crown and cowl !’
I’ll tell you, friend; a wife man and a fool, 200
You’ll find, if once the monarch aéts the monk,

Or, cobler-like, the parfon will be drunk,
Worth makes the man, and want of it, the fellow ;

The reft is all but leather or prunella. 204
Stuck o’er with-titles and hung round with ftrings,

That thou may’ft be by kings, or whores of kings.

Boaft the pure blood of an illuftrious race,

In quiet flow from Lucreceto Lucrece:

But by your father’s worth if your’s you rate,
Count me thofe only who were good and great. 210
Go ; if vour ancient, but ignoble blood

Has crept thro’ fcoundrels ever fince the flood,
Go! and pretend your family is young;
Nor own, your fathers have been fools fo long.

VARIATIONS.

VERr. 207. Boaft the pure blooa, £5¢.] in the MS. thus

The richeft blood, right-honourably old,
Down from Lucretia to Lucretia roll’d,

May {well thy heart and gallop in thy breaft,
Without one dafh of uther or of prieft :

Thy pride as much deipife all other pride
As Chrift-Church once all colleges befide,
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What can ennoble fots, or‘ﬂavcs, or cowards! 21 5
Alas! not all the blood of all the How AR Ds.

Look next on Greatnefs ; fay where Greatnefs lies.
¢¢ Where but among the Heroes and the Wife ?
Heroes are much the fame, the point’s agreed,

From Macedonia’s madman to the Swede ; 220
The whole ftrange purpofe of their lives, to find
Or make, an enemy of all mankind !
Not one looks backward, onward ftill he goes,
Yet n’er looks forward further than his nofe.
No lefs alike the Politic and Wife ; | 228
All {ly flow things, with circumf{pective eyes :
Men in their loofe unguarded hours they take,
Not that themfelves are wife, but others weak.
* But grant that thofe can conquer, thefe can cheat ;
>T'is phrafe abfurd to call a Villain Great : 230
Who wickedly is wife, or madly brave, |
Is but the more a fool, the more a knave.
Who noble ends by noble means obtains,
Or failing, fmiles in exile or in chains,
Like good Aurelius let him reign, or bleed 2135
Like Socrates, that Man is great indeed.
What’s Fame! a fancy’d life in others breath,
A thing beyond us, ev’n before our death.
Juft what you hear, you have, and what’s unknown
The fame (my Lord) if Tully’s or your own. 240
H 3
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All that we feel of it begins and ends
In the fmall circle of our foes or friends ;
To all befide as much an empty fhade
An Eugene living, as a Cefar dead ;

Alike or when, or where, they fhone, or fhine, 2435
Or on the Rubicon, or on the Rhine.

A Wit’s a feather, and a Chief a rod ;

An honeft Man’s the nobleft work of God.
Fame but from death a villain’s name can fave,
As Juftice tears his body from the grave;
When what t'oblivion better were refign’d,

Is hung on high, to poifon half mankind.

All fame i1s foreign, but of true defert ;

250

Plays round the head, but comes not to the heart:

QOne felf-approving hour whole years out-weighs 255
Of {tupid ftarers, and of loud huzzas;

And more true joy Marcellus exil’d feels,
Than Czlar with a [enate at his heels.

In Parts fuperior what advantage lies ?
Tcll (for You can) what is it to be wife ?
>Tis but to know how little can be known :

To {ve all others faults and feel our own :

260

Condemn’d in bus’nels or in arts to drﬁdge,
Without a fecond, or withouta judge :

"Truths would you teach, or fave a finking land ? 265
All fear, none aid you, and few underftand.
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Painful Preheminence ! yourfelf to view
Above life’s weaknefs, and 1its comforts too,

Bring then thefe bleflings to a ftri& account ;
Make fair deductions; fee to what they mount : 270
How much of other each is-fure to coft ;

How each for other -oft is wholly loft ;

How inconfiftent greater goods with thefe ;

How fometimes life is rifgu’d, and always eafe :
Think, and if ftill the things thy envy call, 27§
Say, would’ft thou be the Man to whom they fall ?
To figh for ribbands if thou art {o filly,

Mark how they grace Lord Umbra, or Sir Billy.

NorTeEs.

VERr. 267. Painful prebeminence! €5c.] The moft plau-
fible rival of Virtue is Knowledge gained by fuperior parts ;
yet even this is fo far from giving any degree of real
Happinefs, that it deprives man of thofe common com-
forts of life, which are a kind of fupport to us under the
want of Happinefs Such as the more innocent of thofe

delufions which he {peaks of in the fecond Epiftle :

Thofe painted clouds that beautify our days, &c.

Now Knowledge deftroyeth all thofe comforts, by fet-
ting man above Life’s weaknefles: So that he who has
difcarded Virtue, and thinks to attain Happinefs by
Knowledge alone, reverfes the fable ; and in a prepofte-
rous attempt to gain the {ubftance, lofeth even the thadow.
This I take to be the fenfe of this fine ftroke of fatire;
and the truth conveyed under it the author had feen ex-

emplified,
. H 4
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Is yellow dirt the paffion of thy life ?
Look but on Gripus, or on Gripus’ wife. 280

If Parts allure thee, think how Bacon fhin’d,
The wifelt, brighteft, meaneft of mankind :
Or ravifh’d with the whiftling of a Name,

Sce Cromwell, damn’d to everlafting fame !

NoreEs.

VEer. 281, 283 If Parts allure thee,—Or ravifh’d «with
the awbhifiling of a Name,] Thefe two inftances are chofen
with great judgment ; the world, perhaps, doth not afford
two other fuch. Bacon difcovered and laid down thofe
principles, by whofe affiftance, Newton was enabled to
unfold the whole law of Nature.  He was no lefs eminent
for the creative power of his imagination, the brightnefs
of his conceptions, and the force of his expreflion: Yet
being legally conviéted for bribery and corruption in the
adminiftration of Juftice, while he prefided in the fupreme
Court of Equity, he endeavoured to repair his ruined for-
tunes by the molt profligate flattery to the Court : Which,
from his very firft entrance into it, he had accuftomed
himfelf to pradlife with a proftitution that difgraceth the
very profeilion of letters.

Cromwell {feemeth to be diftinguifhed in the moft emi-
nent manner, with regard to his abilities, from all other
oreat and wicked men, who have overturned the Liberties
of their Country. The times, in which others fucceeded
in this attempt, were fuch as faw the fpirit of Liberty fup-
prefled and ftifled, bya general luxury and venality : But
Cromwell {ubdued his country, when this fpirit was at its
height, by a fuccefsful ftruggle againft court oppreflion ;
and while it was conduéted and fupported by a fet of the
greatelt Geniufes for government the world ever faw em-

barked together in one common caufe,
VERr. 283, Or ravift’d with the wbhiftling of a Name,)
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If all, united, thy ambition call 285
From ancient ftory learn to fcorn them all.

There, inthe rich, the honour’d, fam’d, and great,
See the falfe {cale of Happinefs complete !

In hearts of Kings, or arms of Queens who lay,

How happy thofe to ruin, thefe betray. 290
Mark by what wretched fteps their glory grows,
From dirt and fea-weed as proud Venice rofe.

In each how guilt and greatnefs equal ran,

And all that rais’d the Hero, funk the Man :

Now Europe’s laurels on their brows behold, 295
But ftain’d with blood, or ill-exchang’d for gold :
‘Then fee them broke with toils, or funk in eafe,

Or infamous for plunder’d provinces.
Oh wealth ill-fated! which no a&t of fame
E’er taught to fhine, or fandlify’d from thame! 300

NoTES. -

And even this fantaftic glory fometimes fuffers a terrible
reverfe.—Sacheverel, in his Voyage to Icolumbkill, defcribing
the church there, tells us, that ¢ In one corner is a pecu-
¢ liar inclofure, iIn which were the monuments of the
¢ kings of many different nations, as Scotland, Ireland,
““ Norway, and the /fle of Man. Twuis (faid the perfon
¢ who fhewed me the place, (pointing to a l‘zlam ftone)
‘“ was the monument of the Great Teacue, king of Ire-
¢¢ land. I had never heard of him, and could not but
“ refle&t of how little value is Greatnefs, that has barely
““ left a mame {candalous to a nation, and a grave, which
““ the meaneft of mankind would never eavy.

A

W .
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What greater blifs attends their clofe of life ?

Some greedy minion, or imperious wife,

The trophy’d arches, ftory’d halls inwade,

And haunt their flumbers in the pompous fhade.

Alas! not dazzled with their noon-tide ray, 308

Compute the morn and ev’ning to the day ;

The whole amount of that enormous fame,

A Tale, that blends their glory with their fhame !
Know then this truth (enough for Man to know)

¢¢ Virtue alone is happinefs below.” 310

The only point where human blifs ftands ftill,

And taftes the good without the fall to ill ;

Where only Merit conftant pay receives,

Is bleft in what it takes, and what it gives

The joy unequal’d, if its end it gain, 318

And if it lofe, attended with no pain :

VARIATION S.

Aftery 316. in the MS.

Ev’n while it feems unequal to difpofe,

And chequers all the good Man’s joys with woes,
*T'is but to teach him to fupport each ftate,
With patience this, with moderation that :

NoTES.

VEer. 311, The only point awbere buman blifs fiands fiill,
£5°c.] Hitherto the poet had proved, NEGaTIVELY, that
Happinefs confifls in Virtue, by thewing it confifted not in
any other thing. He now proves the fame POSITIVELY

-
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Without fatiety, tho’ €’er fo blefs’d,
And but more relifh’d as the more diftrefs’d ;
The broadeft mirth unfeeling folly wears,

- Lefs pleafing far than Virtue’s very tears : 320

Good, from each obje&, from each place acquir’d,
For ever exercis’d, yet never tir'd

Never elated, while one man’s opprefs’d '
Never dejeted while another’s blefs’d ;

And where no wants, no wifhes can remain, 32§
Since but to with more Virtue, is to gain,

See the fole blifs Heav’n could on all beftow !

Which who but feels can tafte, but thinks can know :
Yet poor with fortune, and with learning blind,
The bad muft mifs ; the good, untaught, will find ;

.~ VARIATIONS.
And raife his bafe on that one folid joy,
Which confcience gives, and nothing can deftroy.

Thefe lines are extremely finifhed. In which there is fuch
a {oothing {weetnefs in the melancholy harmony of "the
verfification, as if the poet was then in that tender office
in which he was mofit officious, and in which all his Soul
came out, the condoling with fome good man in affli¢tion.

NoTEs.

by an enumeration of its Qualities, all naturally adapted
to give and to increafe human Happinefs ; as its Con-
ftancy, Capacity, Vigour, Efficacy, Aétivity, Moderation,
and Self-fufficiency.

VER. 32q. Yet poor with fortune, Ic.] The poet here
obferveth, with fome indignation, that as eafy and as evi.
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Slave to no fet, who takes no private road,

But looks thro’ Nature, up to Nature’s God ;
Purfues that Chain which links th’ immenfe defign,
Joins heav’n and earth, and mortal and divine ;
Sees, that no Being any blifs can know, 335
But touches fome above, and fome below ;

Learns, from this union of the rifing Whole,

The firft, laft purpofe of the human foul ;

And knows where Faith, Law, Morals, all began,
All end, in Love o¥ Gob, and LovEe’oF MAN. 340

For him alone, Hope leads from goal to goal,
And opens ftill, and opens on his foul ;

NorT Es.

dent as this truth was, yet Riches and falfe Philofspby had
{o blinded the difcernment even of improved minds, that
the pofleflors of the firft, placed Happinefs in Externals,
unfuitable to Man’s Nature : and the followers of the lat-
ter, in refined Vifions, unfuitable to his Situation: while
the fimple-minded man, with N A TrurE only for his guide,
found plainly in what it fhould be placed.

VER. 2341. For bim alone, hope leads from goal to goal, ]
But this 1s not all : when the ﬁm_ple minded man, on his
firlt fetting out in the purfuit of Truth, in order to Hap-
pinefs, hath had the wifdom

To look thro® Nature up to Nature’s God,

(inftead of adhering to any fet or party, where there was
{o great odds of his chufing wrong) that then the benefit
of gaining the knowledge of God's will, awritten in the
mind, 1s not confined there; for ﬁandmg on this fure
fourdatton, he is now no longer in danger of chufing
wrong, amidft fuch diverfities of Religions ; but by pur-
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>Till lengthen’d on to FAa1TH, and unconfin’d,
It pours the blifs that fills up all the mind.

N o TEs.

{fuing this grand Scheme of UNIVERSAL BENEVOLENCE
in pradtice as well as theory, he arrives at length to the
knowledge of the ReveaLED will of God, which 1s the
confummation of the {yftem of benevolence : |

For him alone, Hope leads from goal to goal,
And opens ftill, and opens on his foul,

"Till lengthen’d on to Faith, and unconfin’d,
It pours the blifs that fills up all the mind.

VER. 341. For him alone,Hope leads from goal to goal,{5c.]
PLaTo, in his firft book of a2 Republic, hath aremarkable
paffage to this purpofe. * He whofe confcience does not
“ reproach him, has chearful Hope, for his companion,
““ and the fupport and comfort of his old age, according;
“ to Pindar: For this great poet, O Socrates, very ele-
‘¢ gantly {ays, That he who leads a juft and holy life has
‘“ always amiable Hope for his companion, which fills his
‘¢ heart with joy, and is the {fupport and comfort of his
‘“ old'age. Hope, the moft powerful of the Divinities, in
‘¢ governing the ever-changing and inconftant temper of
““ mortal men.” Tw 0% undev iadle ddixov Eviediri ndédia
EATis ae wapess, xos ayaln ympclpa@oc, ws xeal [livdapos Adyes.
Xapiilws yop 7oy w Twxpalec, T8T EXENOS TV, CTE 05 v ixatwe
xas 6oiws Tov Broy diayadyn, YAuXEa b X2pdiay @ TRAASCR YN 0=
TpoPos cvraipss EATI, & paAise Nolwr woAvspeDov e ma
xubeprze.  In the fame manner Euripides fpeaks in his Hes-
cules furens,

|

v 31 s} ef L) ’
Outos 0 cvmp apisug o5is AT
'\ 3 T ¥ . |
NémoiBey aiei. 70 0" amogeiv, avdpos xaxs. b4 105.

““ He 1s the good man in whofe ébreafi Hope [prings eter-

““ nally : Butto be avithout hope in the worldis the portion
“ of the wicked.” b S |



;7o ESSAY ON MAN. ErIV.

He fees why Nature plants in Man alone 345
Hope of known blifs, and Faith in blifs unknown ;
(Nature, whofe ditates to no other kind

Are giv’n in vain, but what they feek they find)
Wifeis her prefent ; fhe conneéts in this

His greateft Virtue with his greateft Blifs 350
At once his owr bright profpeét to be bleft,
And ftrongeft motive to affift the reft.

Self-love thus pufh’d to focial, to divine,
Gives thee to make thy neighbour’s blefling thine,

NorTEs.

VER. 353. Self-love thus pyfb’d to focial, €Fc.] The poet

here marks out the Progrefs of his good man’s Benevo-
lence, pufhed through natural religion to revealed, ’till it
arrives to that height which the facred wnters defcribe
asthe very fumnmit of Chriftian perfetion : and fhews how
the progrefs of luman differs from the progrefs of divine
benevolence. That the divine defcends from avbole to
parts ; but that the human muft rife from /ndividual to
univerfal. His argument for this extended benevolence
is, that, as God has made a Whole, whofe parts have a

perfect relation to, and an entire dependency on each

other, Man, by extending his benevolence throughout
that Whole, alts in conformity to the will of his Creator ;

and therefore this Enlargement of his affe&tion becomes a
duty. But the poet hath not only thewn his piety in this
obfervation, but the utmoft art and addrefs likewife in the
difpofitionof it. 'The Efay on Man opens with expofing

the murmurings and impious conclufions of foolifh men
againft the prefent conftitution of things : as it proceeds,

it occafionally deteéts all thofe falfe principles and opi-
nions that led them to conclude thus perverfely. Having
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Is this too little for the boundlefs heart ? 35%
Extend it, letthy enemies have part: |
Grafp the whole worlds of Reafon, Life, and Senfe,
In one clofe fyftem of Benevolence :

NoTEsS.

now done all that was neceflary in Speculation, the au-
thor turns to Praétice : and ends his Effay with the recom-
mendation of an acknowledged virtue, Cuar1TY ; which,
if exercifed in the Extent that conformity to the will of
God requireth, would effetually prevent all complaints
againft the prefent order of things: fuch complaints be-
ing made with a total difregard to every thing but their
own private [jffem, and feeking remedy in the diforder,
and at the expence of all the reft. 'This obfervation,

Self-love but ferves the virtnous mind to wake,

is important : Rochefaucault, Efprit, and their wordy dif-
ciple Mandeville, had obferved that Self-love was the
Origin of all thofe virtues Mankind moft admire: and
therefore foolifhly fuppofed it was the End likewife : and
fo taught that the higheft pretences to difintereftednefs
were only the more artful difguifes of Self-love. Butour
author, who f{ays fomewhere or other,

Of human Nature, Wit its worft may write,
We all revere it in our own defpite, MS.

faw, as well as they and every body elfe, that the Paflions:
began in Self-love ; yet he underflood human Nature bet-
ter than to imagine they terminated there. He knew that
Reafon and Religion could convert Selfifhnefs into its very
oppofite ; and therefore teacheth that

Self-love but ferves the virtuous mind to wake :

And thus hath vindicated the dignity of human Nature,
and the philofpphic truth of the Chriftian doctrine,

<
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Happier as kinder, in whate’er degree,

And height of Blifs but height of Charity. 360
God loves from Whole to Parts: But human{oul
Muft rife from Individual to the Whole.
Self-love but ferves the virtuous mind to wake,
As the fmall pebble ftirs the peaceful lake ;
The centre mov’d, a circle ftrait fucceeds, 3603
Another ftili, and {till another fpreads ;
Friend, parent, neighbour, firft it will embrace;
His country next; and next all humanrace;
Wide and more wide, th’ o’erflowings of the mind
Take ev'ry creature in, of ev’ry kind ; 370
Earth {miles around, with boundlefs bounty bleft,
And Heav’n beholds its image in his breatft.
Come then, my Friend ! my Genius | come along ;
Oh mafter of the poet, and the fong !

VARIAT I ONS.

Ver. 373. Come then, my friend! &¢.] In the MS.

thus,

- And now tranfported o’er fo vaft a Plain,
While the wing'd courfer flies with all her rein,
While heav'n-ward now her mounting wing fhe feels,
Now fcatter'd fools fly trembling from her heels,
Wilt thou, my St. John! keep her courfe in fight,

Confine her fury and affift her flight ¢

NorT Es.

VER. 373. Come then, my friend ! &c.] This nt:)_ble Apo-
ftrophe, by which the Poet concludes the Effay in an ad-
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And while the Mufe now {toops, or now afcends, 37 5
To man’s low paffions, or their glorious ends,

NoTEs:s.

drefs to his friend, will furnith a Critic with examples of
every one of thofe five Species of Elocution, from which,
as from its Sources, Longinus deduceth the SusLimE *,

1. The firk and chief is -@ Grandeuwr and Sublimity of
Canrgptfan :

Come then, my Friend ! my Genius! come along,
- O Mafter of the Poet, and the Song !

And while the Mufe now ftoops, and afcends,
To Man’s low paffions, or their glorious ends,

z. The fecond, that pathetic Enthufiafm, which, at the
{ame time, melts and inflames :

‘Teach me, like thee, in varions nature wife,
To fall with dignity, with temper rife,
Form’d by thy converfe, happily to fteer
From grave to gay, from lively to fevere ;
Correét with {pirit, eloquent with eafe,

~ Intent to reafon, or polite to pleafe.

3. A certain elegant Formation and Ordonance of
Figures: ,

Oh! whilealong the fiream of Time thy name
Expanded flies, and gathers all its fame,
Say, fhall my little bark attendant fail,
Purfue the triumph, and partake the gale!

4. A fplendid diction: ,
When ftatefmen, heroes, kings, in duft repofe,
Whofe fons fhall blufh their fathers were thy foes,

wivrs myyal Tis siow 7 vlmyogias. 1. Tlpator iy
xol xg:l":"srur T0 wsgt Tac VoNCElC cgi‘gswica?xnr- 2. dm'rzeap o8
70 oQodody xai wduciasixey web®.. 3. Toa Twy O X NACT WY
Lo 7 4. H yemvaix Qpacis. 5. [ éprr’In J¢ peyibys aitia ’
xai cuyxhsigoa Ta wes iaving dwavla, 7 i abiipars xal Side
a5y crios, *
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Teach me, like thee, in various nature wife,

To fall with dignity, with temper, rife ;

Form’d by thy converfe, happily to fteer

‘From grave to gay, from lively to fevere ; 380
Corre&t with fpirit, eloquent with eafe,

Intent to reafon, or polite to pleafe.

Oh! while along the ftream of Time thy name
Expanded flies, and gathers all its fame ;

Say, fhall my little bark attendant fail, 385
Purfue the triumph, and partake the gale ?

When ftatefmen, heroes, Kings, in duft repofe,
Whofe fons fhall blufh their fathers were thy foes,

Shall then this verfe, to future age pretend

Thou wert my guide, philofopher, and friend ? 390
That urg’d by thee, I turn’d the tuneful art

From founds to things, from fancy to the heart ;

NoTEs,

Shall then this verfe to future age pretend
Thou wert my guide, philofopher, and friend ?
That, urg’d by thee, I turn’d the tuneful art,
From founds to things, from fancy to the heart ;
For Wit’s falfe mirror held up Nature’s light ;.

. §. And ffthly, which includes in itfelf all the reft, a
Weight and Dignity in the Compofition :

Shew'd erring pride whatever s, 1s RiGHT ;

That Reason, Passion, anfwer oze great Aim ;
That true SELF-LovE and SociaL are the SAME ;
That VirTuE only makes our Briss below ;

And all our Knowledge is OURSELVES TO KNOW.



Er.IV. ESSAY ON MAN. 115

For Wit’s falfe mirror held up Nature’s light ;
Shew’d erring Pride, WHATEVER 1Is, 1s RIGHT;
That REAsoN, PAssioN, anfwer onegreat aim ; 395
"T'hat true SELF-LoVE and Soc1AL are the fame;
That VirTUE only makes our Blifs below ;

And all our Knowledze is, OURSELVEs To KNow.,

VARIATIONS.

VeRr. 397, That Virtue only, &’c.] In the MS. thus,

That juft to find a God is all we can,
And all the Study of Mankind is Man,

NorTEs.

VER. 394. Shew’d erring Pride, Whatewer Is, is Right ;]
The poet’s addrefs to his friend, which concludeth this
epiftle fo nobly, and endeth with a recapitulation of the
general argument, affords me the following obfervation,
with which I fhall conclude thefe remarks. There is one
great beauty that fhines through the whole Efay: The
Poet, whether he {peaks of Man as an Individual, a Mem-
ber of Society, or the Subje&t of Happinefs, never miffeth
an opportunity, while he is explaining his ftate under any
of thefe capacities, to illuftrate it in the moft artful man-
ner by the inforcement of his grand Principle, THaAT
EVERY THING TENDETH TO THE GOOD OF THE WHOLE,
from whence his {yftem receives the reciprocal advantage
of having that grand Theorem realized by faéts, and his
facts jufified on a principle of Right or Nature,

1 2
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T HE

Univerfal Prayer.

DEO OPT. MAX.

ATHER of All! inev'ry Age,
In ev’ry Clime ador’d,

By Saint, by Savage, and by Sage,
Jehovah, Jove, or Lord!

Thou Great Firft Caufe, leaft underftood s
Who all my Senfe confin’d

To know but this, that Thou art Good,
And that myfelf am blind;

COMMENTARY.

Univerfal Prayer.] It may be proper to obferve, that
fome paflages, in the preceding Efay, having been unjuft-
ly -fufpefted of a tendency towards Fate and Naturalifm,
the author compofed this Prayer, as the {fum of all, to
fhew that his {yftem was founded in free-wi//, and termi-
‘nated in piety :. That the firft caufe was as well the Lord

- and Governor of the Univerfe as the Creator of it; and
that, by fubmiffion to hiswill (the great principle inforced
throughout the £/ay) was not meant the {uffering ourfelves
to be carried along by a blind determination ; but the reft-
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- Yetgave me, in this dark Eftate,
2 To fee the Good from Il ;
And binding Nature faft in F ate,

Left free the human Wil.

What Confcience diGates to be done,
Or warns me not to do,

This, teach me more than hell to fhun,
That, more than heav’n purfye.

What Bleflings thy free Bounty gives,
Let me not caft away ;

For God is paid when Man receives,
T’enjoy is to obey.

Yet not to Earth’s contracted Span

Thy goodnefs let me bound,
Or think “Thee Lord alone of Man,

When thoufand Worlds are round -

Let not this weak, unknowing hand
Prefume thy bolts to throw,
And deal damnation round the land,

On each I Judge thy Foe.,

.ing in areligious acquiefcence, and confidence fyll of Hope
and Immortality, To give all this the greater weight, the
poet chofe for his model the Lorp’s Prayer, which, of

-all others, beft deferves the title prefixed tohis Paraphrafe.
' 4
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If I am right, thy grace impart,
Still in the right to ftay ;

If I am wrong, oh teach my heart
To find that better way.

Save me alike from foolith Pride,
Or impious Difcontent,

At aught thy wifdom has deny’d,
Or aught thy Goodnefs lent.

Teach me to feel another’s Woe,

To hide the Fault I fee;
That Mercy I to others thow,

That Mercy thow to me.

Mean tho’ I am, not wholly fo,
Since quick’ned by thy Breath:
Oh lead me wherefoe’er I go,
Thro’ this day’s Life or Death.

NorTEs.

If I am right, thy grace impart,—
If I am awrong, O teach my heart]

As the imparting grace on the chriftian fyftem is a ftronger
exertion of the divine power, than the natural illumination
of the heart, one would expeét that »ight and arong fhould
change places; more aid being required to reftore men to
the right than to keep them in it. But as it was the poet's
purpofe to infinuate that Revelation was the right, nothing
could better exprefs his purpofe than the making the »ight

fecured by the guards of grace.
K
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This day, be Bread and Peace my Lot :
All elfe beneath the Sun,

Thou know’it if beft beftow’d or not,
And let Thy Will be done.

T'o thee, whofe Temple is all Space,
Whofe Altar, Earth, Sea, Skies !
One Chorus let all Being raife !
All Nature’s Incenfe rife !
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The DYING CHRISTIAN
To his SovuL.

O D E*

Il'

ITAL fpark of heav’'nly flame :
Quit, oh quit this mortal frame :
Trembling, hoping, ling’ring, flying,
Oh the pain, the blifs of dying!
Ceafe, fond Natqre, ceafe thy ftrife,

And let me languifh into life.

11.

Hark ! they whifper ; Angels fay 3
Sifter Spirit, come away. |
What is this abforbs me quite ?
Steals my fenfes, fthuts my fight,
Drowns my fpirits, draws my breath ?
Tell me, my Soul, can this be Death ?

NoTEs.

2 This Ode was written in imitation of the famous fon-
net of Hadrian to his departing foul ; but as much fuperior
to his original in fenfe and fublimity, as the Chriffian Re-
ligion is to the Pagan, |

4



(124)
I1I.

The world recedes ; it difappears !
Heav’n opens on my eyes | my ears

With founds feraphic ring :
Lend, lend your wings ! I mount ! I fly!
O Grave! where is thy Vi&ory ?
- ~O Death ! where is thy Sting ?

Fr N I %
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